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LAY-MAN'" 
PLAIN REMARKS 


FINE DISCOURSE 


Nameleſs Author, Sc. 


Nn Shall not here diſpute the Title, whether 
Sen the Church of England is free from the Im- 
278 I S putation of Popery, or not, by retaining the 
Neue Croſs at Baptiſm, and other ſymbolical Rites ; 
Wen but proceed to — this Diſcourſe, which, ſaith 
the Author, was wrote and printed by the 

Command of the Lord Bifhop of London: And about the 
Year, 1682. Rem. Doubtleſs Heylin wrote and printed 
his Hiſtory of the Sabbath (which he ſcoffingly calls St. 
Sabbath) by the Command of the Lord of Canterbury, Laud, 
whoſe Chaplain he was, and probably too of his other great 
Maſter, to whom he dedicates it in theſe Words, £9c.— © Your 
* Majeity's moiſt Chriſtian Care in ſuppreſſing thoſe Rigours 
[the pious Obſervation of the Lord's Day, he means] juſt- 
y deſer ves to be recorded amongſt the Principal Monuments 
f your Zeal and Piety, and afterwards, —out of a tender Care 
© of the Church's Safety, in licenſing on that Day thoſe law-" 
ful Paſtimes ;— which were Dancing, Men or Women, May- 
5 A 3. gamess 


r 

games, Morris-dances, May-poles, Cr. Dr. Nicko!ls owns 

that he, Montague, ppp / c. entertain'd ſorne Pup iſb, Opi- 
nions; An Author he was, ſaith the Brſhop, who had no regard 
to Truth, when he wrote of his 3 And P. Hey- 
lin's angry and [to our Church and Truth] ſcardalons Wri- 
| tings. In one Thing, ſaith another Biſhop, he is not to be 
4 excus'd, That he never vouchd any Authority for what he 
wrote, which is not to be forgiven any, who write of Tranſ- 
actions beyond their own Time. His Succeſſor alſo, Parker, 
| no doubt, wrote his ſcandalous Diſcourſes; by the Approba- 
=. tion or Command of the Lord Biſhop of London, * Sheldon, 
. whoſe houſhold Chaplain he was, firit ſhewing him the foul 
10 Sheets of his Tentam, Phys. Theolog. before he dedicated em 
a to his Lord: In one of which are theſe Words, — Velemens et 
2 venerei coitus Cupiditas, Thoſe following are too ob- 
cene for a Lay-Man to recite, tho' this Arch - deacon thought 
'em not unfit for a Biſhop, and an old Batchelor to read. 
*Tis ſaid, King Charles II. had for his Tutor Mr. Hobs, by 
| whom he was inſtructed in the Art of governing Arbitrari- 
Fe! ly; and it ſeems the Chaplain too had for his Tutor Mr. H. 
Wi befides his Lord and Maſter. For out of the accurſed Levi- 
* athan, he ſoon learned to propagate the ſame Doctrines in 
1 his Eccl. Pol. & Def. His fundamental Maxim is, That the 
NY Supreme Government muſt of Neecrffity be abſolute, univerſal, 
LY uncontrolable in all the Affairs of Mankind, p. 32. and after- 
7 wards in Religicus Affairs. And Unleſs Princes have Power 
BY to bind their Subjects to that Religion, they apprehend molt 
4 advantageous to public Peace, — they are no better than Sta- 
tues and Images of Authority, p. 12. But infinitely worſe. 
He hath written more prophanely of Jeſus Chriſt, the Holy 
1 Spirit, and the Scriptures, than Lucian, Spinoxa, or any modern 
# t Atheiſt, I believe. That cruel Apoſtate Jun he com- 
mends, and falſly faith, he had nothing of a perſecuting 
Spirit againſt Chriſtianity, Repr. p. 73, He was Prieſt, or 
Reader, ic ſeems in the Chriſtian Aſſemblies; if he was 
ſuch in the Pagan [for I can't tell] Parker knew how to 

- Juſtify him in that Office. For, ſaith he, The Supreme 
Magiſtrate, as he has Power to transfer upon others the 
Pruſthood, ſo he may if he pleaſe, reſerve it to himſelf; E. 
Pol. p. 52. Nazianz. ſaith Orat. 3. That this Apoſtate s 

tate 
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* More Comfort would ſome find hereafter, if they could fey, That, 
or this Diſcourle cvas cvrote, and publiſped by the Approbation, er [as St.- 
Paul] by the Commardment of God, the Lord Biſhop of Souls, 


(5) 
tated the Aſſyrian Rahſbeka; and yet wauld he frequent] 
jeer and Neu Chriſtians, whom he 144 before Tvelly 
oppreſs'd, ſee Naz. Inveftive againſt the Chaplain's Hera, whom he 
imitates as much as he could in his Ec. Pol. recommending to 
Magiſtrates Whipping-Poſts, Gallies, Rods and Axes, to puniſh 
Difjenters, A brave Lhing it is, for Chaplains in their Silks, 
and Lords in their Palaces to write Diſcourſes, exciting Rulers 
to perſecute thoſe afreſh, whom their good Maſters had before 
ſilenced, and expos'd to Contempt and Miſery ! I do think 
that he, who hath heard what rhe two Engliſs Pontiffs afore- 
mentioned have done againſt the Proteſtant Intereſt and its 
Profeſſors ; and read all that their Chaplains have written *, 
may reaſonably conclude, that they have done more Miſ- 
chief to both, than all the Popes have done from Sixtus V. 
to Innocent II. who began his Pontificate, when Biſhop Shel- 
den ended his. *Tis {trange that Parker, having commended 
Julian and Cardinal Granvil, could forbear an Invective againſt 
our King Edward VI. goud Proteſtants accounting him the 
beſt King that ever reign'd ſince Joſiab, whom he ſo much 
reſembled. Yet, faith H:y/in—His Death I cannot reckon for 
an Infelicity to the Church of England, — Hiſt. of Presb. Pref. 
He being It principled in himſelf, Pref. to Hiſt. of Ref. This 
will in part ſhew, what ſort of Diſcourſes were wrote and 
Frinted by the Approbation, or Command of the Lord Bi- 
Hop of London, and Canterbury. The full meaning of what 
Chriſt once ſaid of the Phariſees, will be beſt known hereaf- 
ter by ſome : In vamm do they worſhip me, teaching for Doctrines 
the Commandments of Men. And of thoſe other Texts, Mat. 
18. 7. 1 Cor. 8. 12, 13. Rom. 14. 13, 14,15, 21. 

Ibid — The Truths it ſuggeſis were not then [about the Year 
1682.) judg'd to be unſeaſunable. No, nor at any Time was 
it judg'd to be ſo, by many, to write Invectives againſt Di/- 
ſenters, thereby to exaſperate Adverſaries to revile and per- 
ſecute 'em, as they did moſt cruelly about that Time. The 
French Biſhop of Meaux had, it ſeems, before publiſhed his 
plauſible Diſcourſe of the DoQrine of his Church, which 
the Clergy (who ſometimes are the worſt Judges, even in 
Eccle ſiaſtical Matters, yet) judged to be not unſeaſonable, 
and in the ſame Tear 1682. recommended it in the Aſſembly 
of their whole Body. A barbarous Perſecution of their Prote- 


ſtant 
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* Ex uno cognoſcitur alter: So, on the other ſide, The pious and learn- 
ed Arch Biſhops Uſher and Tillotſon, ene may be ge, ad toe Chap- 
lains, Dr. Bernard, and Earker like tl emſetves, 


(6) 

ſtant Diſſenters ſoon followed, and ſo it did of outs at the ſame 
Time; a late eminent Writer, in his Pref. dated Spt. 1683. 
{aith, The Goals are filled with Nonconformiſts, nine Mini- 
ſters are now in Neugate, and many more in other Places, 
and almoſt all of them fined in more than they are worth, I 
my ſelf was diſtrained of all my Goods on five Convictions, 
before ever I heard of any Accuſation; they are fain to fly 
or abſcond, who are not in Priſon. In one Pariſh, Hackney, 
1400 Warrants were ſign'd againſt 'em. One may gueſs at the 
Cruelties acted all over England (in Scotland were greater, 
for Men were put to the Torture, as Mr. Carſtairs was [an 
eminent Miniſter at that Time) by what was done purtu- 
ant to an Order of Seſſions at Exon, Oflober 1683. In which 
the Juſtices amongſt their Railings, ſay —We reſolve to put 
the ſevereſt of the Laws (which we find too Eaſy and Gen- 
tle, unleſs enlivened by a vigorous Execution) in force a- 
gainſt them — We reſolve to proſecute them according to 
—the 35th Eliz. (which they thought too gentle, perhaps, 
becauſe it did not hang and quarter D enters, as Traytors 
tho' it did, when convicted, hang em as Felons, unleſs they 
would hypecritically recant, or ſubmit to Baniſhment, as Dr. 
Chancey of Briſtol was forc'd to do, Se.) They'l leave tri 
Warrants with all Conſtables, c. for the ſeizing Noncon- 
formift Preachers [whether they broke any of . King's 
Laws, or not, 'twas the ſame Thing] and Ge ſecuring eve- 
ry one, who ſhall be brought to Juſtice, they promiſe a Re- 
ward of 40s. And to make the Order more effectual, 
Lord . Inquifitor Lamlugh, Arch-Biſhop of York afterwards, 
diſperſed his Orders throughout Devey, requiring all he 
Clergy, deliberately to publiſh the Gentlemen's Order the 
next Sunday — The Papiſts however, and their High Church 
Allies, did not think all this ſufficient to cruſh their Prote- 
flant Adveriaries; a Sham Presbyterian Plot muſt therefore 
be contriv'd, to cut off fome of the moſt eminent of the 
Church of England, and Diſſenters. The Duke of York had 
ſome extraordinary Bufineſs to do at the Tower, when he 
went thither with his Brother, the Morning of the Day of 
the Lord Rr/#!s Tryal; by his Order, doubtleſs, the Earl 
of Efjex was murder'd, and the News of it brought to the 
Old Paily, while the Jury were hearing the mercenary Wit- 
nefies. Now it was ſabout the Year 82.] when Suborna- 
1100s, Perjuries, Hanging, Quartering, Fines, and Quo War- 
rarto's, were almoſt every Day's Work. But to abuſe the 
Nation and Poſterity, a formal Hiſtory of their EY 

ot 
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Plot muſt be written by ſome able Hand; a Triumvivate was 
ready; Dr. Spratt, Parker, and Sir Roger Leſtrange, very dex- 
trous Men to put Darkneſs for Light, and Light for Dark: 
neſs. Reger had, or was about to write his Hiſtory of the 
Times; of which a learned Man, now a Dr. of Divinity, 
faith, A viler Book my Eyes never ſaw ; buſy he was al- 
ſo in writing his Obſervators (much like the late Examiners] 
both which ſerv'd to inflame the Nation. He was ſo confi: 
dent, that the Univerſity young . Men generally liked thoſe 
Performances, that he once ſubſcrib'd his own dear Self: 4 
Guide to the Inferior Clergy, The Doctor being a Divine bf great 
Note for handling his Pen, particularly for his fine Pinda- 
ric Ode on the happy Memory of Oliver Cromuel, is pitch'd 
on. He, 'tis well 3 could, Proteus-like, turn himſelf 
into any Shape, Fiſb or Foul, be Biſhop and Dean too in a 
Proteſtant Church, and at the ſame Time; an Agent with Jef- 
feryes and others of the Crew, in an illegal, arbitrary Court, 
to perſecute or deſtroy that very Church. He could, in his 
Hiſtory ,accuſe the incomparable Lord Ruſſell of enormous Falſe. 
hoods, and afterwards changing his Pen in the Letter he wrote 
to the Earl of Dorſet, owns his great Probity, and conſtant 
Abhorrence of Faſſbood. Yet after he had laid on ſo black 
and thick a Varniſh on his Papers, the Duke call'd for em; 
after which divers Paſſages were altered, and all printed by 
his own Authority. The eloquent Pen of Dr. Spratt was 
induſtriouſly er bo work to varniſh over and palliate the 
© Flaws of Keelings,and the other Witneſſes Depoſitions; ſaith 
© the Author of King William's Life. But as Affairs were 
© then managed, a Romance was as fit to ſerve the Court as a 
true Hiſtory, Yb. I. Page 72. Long before this ſeveral of 
the more ſagacious of the Diſſenters, and us (faith Dr. Ni- 
thotſs) began to ſmell out the Arts of the Court — that then 
they began tu lay Snares, —and deprive us of our Reform'd 
Religion, and Civil Liberties, which Defigns a few Years 
afterwards appeared in a clearer Light. 

We, faith his Anſwerer, Snelt and Felt thoſe Snares too 
early for us, who ſuffered ſb muth by them; they only ſmelt 
'em, when 'twas too late to apply a Remedy. 

[bid — And that they [the ſuggeſted Truths] needed nor 
to be repeated now, none would be more glad than the prefent 
Editor. Rem. That *twas needleſs, and very unſeaſonable to 
repeat em now, ſhall be briefly ſhewn; how nappy would 
it be for Prince and People, if the Author or Editor cou'd 


have ſuggeſted Truths, which might free the greateſt Part a 
the 


̃ 0s) 
the Church of England from the Imputation of Diſloyalty? 
He could not be ignorant, if he liv'd in England, how much 
this was diſſeminated amongſt Clergy and Laity, who not 
giving the Common People a better Example, it quickly 
{prang up into an unnatural Rebellion, which (ſay the Four. 
teen Loyal Biſhops) has-been rais'd in ſeveral Parts of the 
Kingdom, and is itill threatned in more.— We have thought 
* jt incumbent on us - to declare our Abhorrence of it; and to 
* warn both the Clergy and People under our Charge of the 
great Obligations they lie under to flew a hearty, and an 
open Zeal for the Government in this Conjuncture. About 
the ſame time a dangerous War with a Long-limb'd Enemy 
began; to whom the Pretender, and other Traytors, big with 
Revenge fled; God and our wiſe Governours hindred 'em 
from invading Erg/aud, But in Scotland their Forces did a- 
Quually land, hoping to join greater Numbers of all three 
Nations. The better Part of the eftabliſh'd Church, God 
be praiſed, are King GEORGE's Friends, and all the Diſ- 
ſenters, almoſt to a Man are ſuch; but [rel ir not in Gath] 
the greater Number of the Church of England Men (as the 
wou'd be thought) are his Enemies, or at leaſt diſaffected 
to him. The Editor could not be ignorant of all this; and 
was this a ſeaſonable Conjuncture for him to Reprint and 
Publiſh a Diſcourſe (Thirty five Years after the Firſt Edi- 
tion) wholly levelled againit Diſſenters (whoſe Zeal for the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion is very conſpicuous, againſt the Dangers, 
which threatned our Church and Nation) They have joined; 
Aand are ſtill willing in our Defence; ſay the Earl of Nor- 
tingbam, and Twenty nine Peers in their Proteſtation againſt 
the Schiſm-Bill. And now was this another ſeaſonable Jun- 
Cure to irritate good Subjects, and exaſperate all on the 
Church's ſide againſt em, and in ſhort (when united Hearts 
and Hands were thought too few) then to divide the King's 
Lou- Church and Diſſenting Friends, that his Enemies might 
rule, and a Bramble reign over us? 

The Reconciliation of our Brethren to xs — The Voice is 
Jacob's Voice, but the Hands Charity bids me hope] were 
not the Hands of Eſax. Your Brethren [when eber High-Churcb 
was able, and then they always judg'd it ſeaſonable] were us'd 
dy them; juſt as we find the poor Iſraelites, were by their Bre- 
' thren the Edomites, in Obadiab's Propheſy, v. 10 to 15. and 
Amos 1. 11. Whoever did like them rejoice over his Bre- 
thren in the Day of their Deſtruction, and who, perbaps, was 
only ſtanding by and conſenting unto it. He like Saul at 5% 


Stephen 5 
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ſuers po to their Scruples 


(9) 


Stephen's Martyrdom, was a Perſecutor. Of him, it may be 


aid, *tis ſtrange he Al not aſhamed to call them Brethren, eſpeclally 


now, when thofe Men have adopted into their Fraternity 
ſuch whom they formerly calld the common Enemy ; 
for, it remains yet a Queſtion, Whether in the late Rebe! 
Io Papiſts or Proc ltame Jacobites were the greater Num- 

er? 


Ibid. 


Upon the View of our Reaſons, aud the An- 
Your Reaſons and Ar- 
ſwers have been over and over throughly conſider'd and an- 
ſwered. Dr. Sherlock's Reflections, by Ed. Polehill, Eſq; Dr. 
Goodman 's Reaſons, by Mr. Alſop, in his Mielius Inquirendum. 
Bp. King's Inventions, by Mr. Boyce of Dublin ; Dr. Calamy's Caſe, 
by Mr. De Laune, who paid dear for his Anſwer, being there- 
upon impriſon'd ; his Scruples were ſubdued effectually, 


and a hard Leſſon given him of anſwering not again; for the 


poor Man dy'd in Newgate, I've read that Altare Damaſce- 
num, a large ports in Latin, and lately reprinted at Leyden, 
gave ſuch Reaſons, that (as K. James I. predicted) none hath. 
yet ventur'd to anſwer em, and that Mr. Ba. Eng. Nonconf- 
truly Stated, &c. as well as his Treatiſe of Epiſcopacy, remains 
yet unanſwer'd. Whether Church Men's Reaſons and An- 
ſwers were valid or not, tis in vain to diſpute; certain it is, 
they provided ſome that were too ſtrong for the moſt ſcrupu- 
lous Diſſenters. Tis ſaid, that Henry IV. of France, order'd 
this Inſcription to be made on ſome new great Guns, Ratio 


ultima Rerum. About the ſame Time the Militaut Church 


here in England made their heavy Canons, which at once diſ- 
charged ipſo fatto Excommunications on all Nonconformilts- 
A Conſequent Ecclefiaſtical ſignificavit; and the Writ de Ex- 
communicatione Capiendo they found [as their ſpiritual Guides 
defign'd they ſhould be] the laſt Reaſon, and an irreſiſtable 
Argument; for without Bail or Mainprize, this laſt hurried 
em away to Goal for Term of Life; the Hardſhips whereof 


did always make them ſand their Families too] miſerable, 


and ſometimes haſten'd em to another Priſon, the Grave * 
| B theſe 


3 


— — 3 — 


* Lay Governors have ſometimes relented, and giv n Liberty io perſe 
euted Subjects. From Queen Mary's Hands ſome ſprinklings of \evcy 
did fall, as Sir R. Ba. ſaith, But I can't reriember I ever hand, that 
Bonner, Gardiner, Laud, Wren, Ward, or any Church-Gonernor, uf 
&r the Execution of an Excommunication ri, did mes ſay to i A 3 


*. A 


(wo) 
theſe Ecclefiaftical Heroes were of the Warlike Pope Js 
Mind, who, upon an Expedition, flung his Keys into the 
—_ ſaying, If St. Peter's Keys won't defend us, his Sword 


Page 5. ———— To bear the Church, conſtituted by Cranmer 
and Ridley, accus d of Popery ; the Faith and Worſhip ſuſpefted to 
be unrefor med. | 

Tho” the Difſenters have ever ſhew'd as great a Venera- 
tion for thoſe two glorious Martyrs, and ſuch other pious 
Biſhops, as any of the ſame Communion have done; yet 
they knew 'em to be fallible, and ſubje& to like Paſſions as 
we are; of which ſome Inſtances are recorded. The People 

were newly come out of [worſe than Egyptian] Darkneſs ; 
dangerous Inſurrections were rais'd againſt the young reform- 
ing King and the infant Reformation; he, and thoſe two 
pious Biſhops, c. did, with | Hoy Wiſdom, as much as 
cou'd be expected from em, and as much as they could do 
with Safety, © An Alteration in Religion, as Sir R. Baker 
© faith, the Reformers would not make all at once, knowing 
© the great danger of ſudden Changes; they confider'd, that 
s Rome was not built in a Day, ſo it could not be all pull'd 
© down in a Tear, or more; therefore were they far from 
© affixing a ne plus ultra to their reforming Work, but left a 
6 pu art of it to their Succeflors, who ſhould, as they 
© hoped, put their ultimam manum to à more compleat an 
* reformed Worſhip and Diſcipline.” Biſhop Ridley, when 
the Surplice was forced on him (at his Degradation, I ſup- 
poſe) call'd the Habit then, fooliſh and abominable, not fir 
ra Vice in a Play. B. of Mart. p. 509. | 

Ibid. If tha Church, and theſe Men, after repeated Sub- 

ſeriptions and Abrenunciations ==—— muſt be yer ſuſpeRed of Ho- 


pery, &c. And Page 25. ——— Who have publickly read and 
ound theſe Articles in their ſeveral Congregations | 

"Tis true, they have ſmoothly paſſed through all theſe, 
and more they wou'd, if their Governors had impoſed them; 


but *tis too well known, that a great part of the war 4 
eſpe- 


9 


le 
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Go forth, till they were reduc d to Obedience, or Death' releas'd em. So 
Jong as High Church Men could in five ſucceſſive Reigns perſecute Diſſen- 
, they were very Loyal indeed; but as ſoon as ever a truly Chriſtian. 
King, and our merciful Lay Superiors, had put an End to their Un: 
pus "pr Pratice, they preſently tecame Diſloyal, or at beft Male-contents, 

4 ſo they continue to this Day, 


(1) 

eſpecially the younger, do no more regard em than they 
do their Oaths to King GEORGE, and that againſt Simony. 
All the Clergy, from the Reformation to Laud's Time (ſcarce 
one excepted) were Calviniſts, according to the roth and 17th 
Articles, ſo that Biſhop Davenaxt, in his Letter to Biſhop 
Hall, faith I know that no Man can embrace Armi- 
nianiſm, in the Doctrine of Predeſtination and Grace, but 
© he muſt firſt deſert the Articles of the Church of England, 
* which now almoſt all do, if there be nine Parts in ten 
* who preach contrary to them, as a learned Dactor afhrms.” 
Our Catholick Dignitaries have publickly own'd theſe Ar- 
ticles, particularly the 45th, which declares, © That the zd 
Book of Homilies doth contain 4 godly and wholſome'Doc- 
* trine.” In the 8th Homily, Of the Place and Time of 
Prayer, are theſe Words. God's Vengeance hath been, 
and is daily provoked, becauſe much wicked People paſs 
nothing to reſort unto the Church, either ——. or elſe, 
* for that they ſee the Church altogether ſcower'd of ſuch 
gay gazing Sights as their groſs Phantaſy was greatly de- 
* lighted with. Becauſe they ſee the falſe Religion aban- 
© doned, and the true reſtored, which ſeemeth an unſavoury 
© Thing to their unſavoury Taſte, as may appear by this 
* which a Woman ſaid to her Neighbour. Alas! What ſhall 
* we now do at Church, fince all the Saints are taken away, 
fince all the goodly Sights we were wont to have, are 
gone: Since we can't — the like Piping, Singing, 
Chanting, and Playing upon the Organs, as we cou'd be- 
fore.” Dearly beloved, We ought greatly to rejoice CN 
and give God Thanks, that our Churches are deliverec * 
out of all thoſe Things which diſpleaſed God ſo ſore, and 
* filthily defiled his holy Houſe, How. 131.“ How they can 
reconcile their publick owning the Article (and the godly 
Doctrine) in this Homily, to their moſt ſolemn, beloved Organ 
Worſhip, is hard to imagine. Nay, the 59th Canon, which 
ſtrictly requires, and the Common Prayer Book preſcribes, 
Catechizing, they utterly diſregard, after repeated Subſcrip- 
tions, and publick Declarations, to the contrary. The uni- 
verſal, and groſs Neglect of this their great Duty * is doubt- 
leſs one Cauſe of the Immoralities of the Age. I don't think 
there is one Clergy Man in one Thouſand, who Catechizeth | 
every Lord's Day, as the Canon requires; nor one of * f 
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* Biſhop Hall ſaith, The moſt uſeful of all Preaching i; Catecbiſt ical. 
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who doth it once in a Tear; nor that a great Number per- 
forms it once in all their Life Time. Moſt ſcandalous to theſe 
Teachers, &c. (as our Author's Words are) and to he anſwer'd 
for hereafter to the great Shepherd and Biſbop of Souls. Many of the 
ſuperior Clergy from the end of Queen Elizabeth's Reign to 
that of King James II. were foremoſt in their Abrenuncia- 
tions of Popery, and the Pope's Authority in England, yet 
'tis well known how much they did promote it: I ſhall only 
recite what others ſay of 'em. In the Memoirs of King 


James I. written by a learned, impartial Author, and no Pu- 
ritan, I find theſe Verſes. 


Bancroft waz for Plays, 
Lean Lent, and Holy Days, 
But now undergoes the Doom ; 
Had Engliſh Ladies Store, 
Yet hept open a back Door 
To let in the Strumpet of Rome. 


Cranmer and Ridley having been named in the Diſcourſe, 
without any Title or Adjun@, ſome of their degenerate 
Succeſſors ſhall be here mention'd in the ſame manner. 

That Laud- was [more than] ſuſpe&ed of Popery, the 
Evidence ſhall be fairly giv'n in (not one Puritan admitted) 
by the beſt and greateſt Royaliſts. Firſt, Archbiſhop Abbot 
faith, * His Life, in Oxford, was to pick Quarrels in the Lec- 
© tures of publick Readers.“ The firſt obſervable Act he did, 
was the Marrying the Earl of D. to the Lady R. when ſhe had 
another Husband, and divers Children by him. Biſhop Ceſin's 
Book of ſeven Sacraments, with all its Errors, fince expun- 
ged, was by Laud allowed. As was another by his Chap- 
lain, Intituled, The Female Glory: Which made the Virgin 
Mary a Goddeſs to be pray'd to. The learned and pious 
Biſhop Hall, in his Letter to him, ſaitb, How long will 
© you halt in this Indifferency ? I would I knew where to 
© find you, then I could tell how to take a direct Aim; 
6 To Day you are in the Tents of the Romaniſts, to 
Morrow in ours, the next Day between both, againſt both. 
———- Know, at laſt, what you do hold, what you ſhould 
caſt off, either your Wings or your Teeth, and loathing 
this Batt like Nature, be either a Bird or a Beaſt. Muſt 
you defie your Mother, becauſe you ſee your Brethren 
fighting? Whither will you go for Truth? To Rome, per- 
* haps Look, at laſt, out of your Window, to God, 

| e 
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© and in a reſolute Courage, caſt down this Jezebel, that hath 
© bewitched you: It is evident, (faith Mr. Grimſton, knight- 
ed Sir Harb. and made Maſter of the Rolls, by King Charles 
II.) That he is the Primum mobile, whence all our late 
Wars, Uproars, Divifions, Cc. proceeded, and the Spring 
* whence all our unſupportable Grievances both in Church and 
State have originally flowed. He is the Man that has rais'd 
and advanced all the Popiſb Prelates, the very Broker and 
Pander to the Whore of Babylon; much like what was ſaid 
of his Predeceflor Benner. Mr. Gage a late Miuiſter of the 
Church of England at Deal, in his Book, intitled, A Survey 
of the Weſt Indies, pa. 280. Telling how this Prelate ſenc 
his New Common Prayer Book to Rome for Approbation, ſaith, 
© This moſt true Relation of Archbiſhop Laud I could 
not in Conſcience omit here— both to vindicate the juſt 
© Cenſure of Death and to reprove the ungrounded O- 
* pinion and Error of ſome ignorant Spirits, who have fince 
a bis Death highly exalted him, Bo | cry'd him up for a 
+ Martyr, "Tis ſtoried, that Herman of Ferrara, having been 
Twenty Years worſhipp'd for a Saint, was by command of 
Pope Boniface taken up, and burnt for an Heretick. 

Some there are, who might think it impertinent here to 
make a Query; Whether He, who for ſo many Years em- 
ploy'd this Prime Miniſter in Church and State, who com- 
manded (or at leaſt 52 ad what he did; was not of the 
Two the more culpable ? This however may be truly af- 
firm'd, That no Mortal can be ſure, that the great Judge 
(who is no ReſpeRer of Perſons) will hereafter ſay to, or 
of either of them, This my faithful Martyr. The great Lord 
Digby ſaith, © I do not think, that any People hath been more 
* provoked than the generality of Exgland, by the Inſolen- 
cy of the Prelates Was there a Man of a nice and ten- 
der Conſcience? Him they afflicted with Scandal in Adiapho- 
© ris, impoſing thoſe Things as lawful which he thought un- 
© lawful, and themſelves knew to be indifferent. Was there 
© a Man of a legal Conſcience? Him they nettled with their 
Innovations, and freſh Introductions to Popery. Was there 
© 2 Man that durſt mutter againſt their Infolencies? Him 
c they filenced under a Diſſen ter and Conventicler. Sir B. Rud- 
diard ſpak e, That a Papiſt hath publiſhed, That if a Synod 
4 were held J non mnterjefres Puritanis] our Articles and their 
Religion would ſoon be agreed. They have ſo brought it 
© to paſs, that under the Name of Puritaus, all our Religion 
is branded, and under a few hard Names againſt Jeſuites, all 
© Popery 


(14) 
* Popery is countenanc'd, Whoever ſquares his Actions by 
any Rule, Divine or Humane, is a Puritan *, Mutato nomine 
for Preshyterian. The ſame Truths may be now ſuggeſted, 
and not judg'd unſeaſonable. The, famous Lord Falkland, 
Alain at Newbery in the King's Army, ſaith in his celebrated 
Speech, That a great and principal Cauſe of the Oppreſſi- 
ons in Religion and Liberty, have been ſome: Bi ſhops, and 
* their Adherents— Theſe have been the Deftruftion of 
© Unity, under a Pretence of Uniformity, have brought in Su- 
' perſtition and Scandal, under the Title of Reverence and 
8 Peiner, defiled our Churches, by adorning them; nay, it 
* hath been more dangerous to go to ſome Neighbour Pariſh, 
© when they had no Sermon in their own,than to be obſtinate 
© and * Recuſants, While Maſſes have been in Secu- 
c rity, a Conventicle hath been a Crime; the conforming to 
© 'Ceremonies hath been more exacted, than the conforming 
© to Chriſtianity. Sir J. Culpeper, who was with the King at 
Oxon, complains, 1. Of the great Increaſe of Papiſts by the 
remiſs Execution of Laws. 2. The jntroducing new Ceremo- 
*nies, bowing to or towards the Communion Table, Sc. This 
now is not as formerly, a ſhort, tranſient, but a long affect- 


ed, ſolemn cringing towards the Bread and Wine, or the 


Table every Lord's Day, where the Sacrament is ſo. often 
adminiſtred. The greateſt Danger was from Popery direct, 
faith! Ham, Leſtrange, and from this the Danger ſeemed ve- 
ry great. Peruſe but a full Treatiſe, which I have written 
long ago, ſaith Mr. B with the very Words of Bi- 
Mop Bramhall, Gunning, Saywell, Thorndike, Heylin, Sparrow, 
Pierce, Parker, &c. for our Subjection to a foreign Juriſdicti— 
on; which would involve the Nation in Perjury, if not 
Treaſon. Brambail ſaith, He takes the promiſcuous Li- 
cenſe of unqualified Perſons to read the Scriptures, to be more 
* pernicious than the over-rigorous reſtraint of the Romaniſts, 
Vind. pa. 117. He commends the care taken by the Ca- 
* nons, that the meaneſt Cure of Souls ſhould have formal 
* Sermons at leaſt four Times a Year. Thorndike roundly 
affirms, That the Church of Exgland, in ſeparating from 
that of Rome, is guilty of Schiſm before God. OB. 


Page 
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* The learned and eminently Pious Mr. J. Allen, ſaith, It was the 
hig heſt Commendation that ever Mr. Baxter veceived, which fell from the 
Pen of his ſcoffing Adverſary Iilenusꝛ⁊ — Totum Puritaniſmum to- 
tus ſpirat. 
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Page 8. Then as to onr Government by n 
Rem. Your Government by Engliſh Dioceſan Biſhops, is 
not to be found in any Text of Scripture, or early Primi- 
tive Writings. The Fee Dodell in his Pareneſis ad ex- 
teres, faith over and over, That the Diſcipline of the 
© Church is not to be found in the New Teſtament, bein 
* much later than that; and that for the firſt Hundred 
© Years there were but two ordinary Orders in the Church, 
t viz. Presbyters and Deacons. The famous Mr. Hales ſaith, 
© They do but abuſe themſelves and others, who would 
* perſwade us, that Biſhops by Chriſt's Inſtitution, have 
© any Superiority over other Men, further than that of Re- 
© yerence or poſitive Order 2 upon 1 Chriſti- 
* ans. In the beginning, The Government of the Holy 
© Church had altogether a Democratical Form, faith t 
Impartial Fa. Pau/: and a large Account he gives, how by 
t Degrees it came be be altered. Biſhop Hooper [the Mar, 
tyr, I mean] ſaith, The Biſhops know, that the Primi- 
© tive Church had no ſuch Biſhops as be now a-days. Con- 
t tat ergo Apoſtolica Inſlitutione, Omnes Epiſcopos eſſe Presbyteros, 
as Biſhop Anſelm owns. And their Identity ſeems plain from 
t Tim. 4. 4. 2 Tim. 2. 7. Titus 1. Acts 15. Afﬀs 20. 28, &cy 
The Writings of the pious and learned Biſhops, Cranmer, 
Cox, Jewel, Thirlby and of Whitgift too [who wou'd think it] 
tell us (as 'tis ſaid) they were of the ſame Mind. _ 

Ibid. As to our Liturgy of ſome ancient Prayers 
Rem. There ſeems to have been no Liturgy, or preſcribed 
Forms in the Second Century: For as Tertullian ſaith, They 
pray'd, ſine Monitore. Socrates affirms, That among the 
Chriſtians of that Age, ſcarce two were to be found, that 
uſed the ſame Words. And Chryſoftome ſaith, That with 
other Gifts, they had the Gift of Prayer, which was alſo 
called the Spirit; and he who had this Gift did pray for 
the whole Multitude, for what was expedient for the 
Church. In J#ftiz Martyr's Time, All Miniſters did pray 
after their own Conception; ſo did Greg. Thaum at (æſarta, 


- 


and Baſil at Antioch. For the firit Three Hundred Years there 


were no tinted Liturgies or impoſed Forms of Prayers, nor in 
thoſe Writings the leaſt mention of any ſuch, but rather 
ſome Expreſſions intimating the contrary, as the learned 
ſay ; but afterwards, as worldly Grandeur, Laziveſs, Igno- 
rance and Superſtition increaſed, ſo did Forms of Prayer. 


There is not that Life and Vigour in a Form to engage the 


Affe ctions, as when it proceeds immediately from the Soul 
it 


. C16 ; | | 75 
it ſelf; ſaith the incomparable Biſhop Wilkins in his Gift of“ 
Prayer, which 1 wiſh every Ceremonious Formaliſt would 
read. How prophane then, and juſtly to be abhorr'd, is 
that Aſſertion of Dr. Bennet. "That the Lay-Diſſenters are 


C ig by their own Principles, to abbor the rayers of- 
c fere 

© that he won't abhor em ſo much on his Death-Bed. I 
remember a Juſtice of Peace, who had perſecuted Diſſen ing 
Miniſters, yet on his ſick or dying Bed, did ſend to defire 


one or more of em to pray for him in their Aſſembly. They 


think Forms of Prayer not only Lauful, but in ſome caſes 
moſt expedient. The Commiſſioners on that fide at the S- 
| woy, did offer to the 8 a Reformed Liturgy, to which 
they made no Exceptions, | 

fed. King Charles II. in his Declaration 1660. gives em this 


4 by many grave and learned Miniſters from hence, who 
were looked upon as the moſt able and principal Aſſertors 
© of the Presbyterian Opinions and to our great Satiſ- 
faction and Comfort, found them Perſons full of Affection 


* to us, of Zeal for the Church and State, and neither Ene- . 


mies (as they have been given out to be) of Epiſcopacy or 
E Liturgy; but modeſtly to defire ſuch Alterations in either, 


* 


at 
* 


in their ſeparate Aſſemblies? But 'tis to be hoped, + 


7.4 


* 


ut becauſe it came from them re- 


eſtimony, When we were in Holland, we were attended 


* 28 without ſhaking Foundations, might beſt allay the pre- 


« ſent Diſtempers. 


Page 9. 3. The Surplice. Rem. Tho! all the Diſſinters were © 


offended at it, they may be well excus'd, having ſo many” 
glorious Martyrs and Confeſſors of the ſame Mind. King 


Edward VI. in his Letter to Arch Biſhop Cranmer, ſait 
———— from conſecrating whom [the Martyr Hooper] we do 
underſtand that you do ftay ; becauſe he would have you 


omit certain Rites and Ceremonies offenſive to his Conſcience *_ 


—— — — {0 it was in him doubtleſs, ſo it was I believe in 
Maudlin College-Fellows, and many Miniſters who refuſed to 
read King James's Declaration of Liberty of Conſcience. But 


few or no Proteſtant Diſſenters have any Conſciences forſooth, | 
if what is uncharitably ſaid of them were true, that our Su- 


eriors know, how {mall a part of them are fincerely ſeru- 


in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, ſo far were good Biſhops from 


© liking the Habits, that they plainly expreſſed their ann 
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* Fuller. 


ulous. Philport and Rogers, &c. diſguſted the Habits, and 


* 


. 
* 


of em; faith Biſhop of Sarum, Let. 1. De vgſtibus Papiſticis 
© contenditur, writes Biſhop Sande. The ineſtimable Jewel 
(and more need not be mention'd) in his Letter, 1566. wiſh- 
eth, that the Veſtments, with all the other Remnants of Po- 
oth might be thrown both out of the Church, and the 
<7 of the People, and laments the Queen's Fixedneſs to 
them. | 

Ibid. 4. Kneeling at the Communion is ſo far N being 
Popiſh: Rem. A late learned Conyocation Man faith ——— 
Neither Scripture directs it, nor Antiquity [our Authors 
Standard] ever us d i. It having been for ſeveral Ages, 
the conſtant Practice of all the Churches in the World to 
Communicate ſtanding I can by no means be perſwa- 
* ded, that Chriſt hath giv'n the Power of the Keys to ſhut 
* out thoſe, who being good Men, cannot comply with us in 
that Poſture the Church preſcribes, for which it hath u other 
* Warrant, but its own Conſtitutions. The Council of Nice 
forbad, all Kneeling on any Lord's Day. At Rome indeed it 
grew out of Cuſtom by degrees to ftand at Prayer, but not 
till a Thouſand Years after Chriſt ; but when Pope Innocent 
had decreed Tranſubſtantiation, Pope Honorius [with ſome 
Reaſon] decreed alſo Kneeling at the Sacrament. Biſhop 
Hall ſaith * I had a dangerous Conflict with a Sorbo- 
© niſt, who took occaſion by out kneeling at the Sacrament 
** to perſwade all the Company of dur acknowledg- 
© ment of Tranſubſtantiation. 

Page 10. The Croſs in Baptiſm bas in it as little 
of Popery too. Rem. By ne, pious and learned Men, it 
hath been ſuſpected to be worſe than Popih, 1. The Thir- 
tieth Canon, and the Office for Baptiſm, ſeem to make it 
a Sacrament, as much as Men can do it. The Church tru- 
ly defines a Sacrament to be, an outward viſible Sign of an 
inward ſpiritual Grace; Signa cum ad res Divinas pertinent Sa- 
cramenta appellantur, ſaith St. Juſtin. Here's now an outward 
viſible Sign [Croſſing] of inward ſpiritual Grace, [Faith 
and Fortitude.) By this Sign the Infant is dedicated to Chriſt 
as the Words of the Canon are, (which ſeems to 
make it the Sign of Chriſt's Merits) © Whole Benefits 
© beſtowed on them in Baptiſm, the Name of the Croſs did 
© repreſent. How much good Divinity or Senſe there is in 
theſe Expreſſions, we Lay-men can't eaſily find. 2. The 
Croſs hath long been, and now is by Papiſts groſly abus'd 
to Superſtition and Idolatry; and therefore Proteſtants have 
more Reaſon to lay afide the wo of it, than Hezekzab had 
| to 


to deſtroy the Brazen Serpent. For preſerving which, 
ſome of his Prieſts might thus remonſtrate; God did ex- 
preſly command it to be made; twas an excellent Memo- 
rial of his ſaving the Lives of our Anceſtors: Let the A- 
buſe be once taken away, and a good Uſe may be made of 
it. That they would only proclaim the edifying Signification, 
and ſpeal the wholeſome meaning ¶ in our Author's Words] and then 
*twould be clear and free from the leaſt ſhadow of Superſtition. 
*Tis remarkable here, that as our Author ſaith ; this Sign is 
of great Edification to the Devout; ſo the Popiſh Biſhop of 
Meaux, in his Expoſition of the Doctrine of his Church, on 
the Croſs, Relicks, &c, * Repreſents 'em with as much Art 
© and Plauſibility, as exciting in our Minds the remem- 
_ © brance of him that loved us. The Primitive Chriſtians 
(faith Dr. Cave) ſhunn'd all Communion with the Rites 
and Cuſtoms of the Heathens ——. They ſtartled at any 
Thing, that had but the leaſt Shadow of ſymbolizing 
with them in their Idolatry. But Superſtition never 
* wanted ſweet Infinuations ; make ſure Work againſt theſe 
* plauſible Dangers, ſaid Biſhop Hall, Old Rel. 

Thid. The Primitive Chriſtians us'd the Sign in the ear- 
lieſt Times. Rem. But not in celebrating Baptiſm, as the 
Learned affirm, for the firſt Three Hundred Years; and the 
next can't be truly called the Earlieſt. And it had been bet- 
ter, that thoſe who ordinarily us'd to Croſs themſelves, 
and had ſuch fooliſh and ſuperſtitious Conceits of the Croſs, 
and its Vertues; had let it alone, as all good Proteſtants now 
do; what they were, La#antias tells us Nor can the 
Devils approach to them, on whom they ſee this heaven- 
* Iy Mark. Nor hurt thoſe whom this Sign, as an impreg- 
* nable Fortreſs, defends. How much more happy and ſe 
cure are Papiſts, than ſcrupulous and unguarded Proteſtants, 
© were this true ? 

Page 11. Laſtly, The Faſts and Feaſts of the Church. Rem. He 
that regardeth a Day [Faſt or Feaſt] unto the Lord, ſober- 
ly and devoutly, let him do it; none will have cauſe to 
biame him. But for Mens inſtituting annual and perpetual 
Faſts and Feaſts, and with Vexation forcing poor Men to 
obſerve em (as was done by Laxd and his Party) our Au- 
thor ſhould have produc'd a ſufficient Warrant out of God's 
Word. However the Dios are glad, that he declares; 
The Church was not at Liberty as to the keeping of the 
Lord's Day, about which the ſcandalous Author of the Hiſto- 
ry of the Sabbath, was of a contrary Mind. Obſerve 2 7 

the 
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the ſenſeleſs Bigottry of thoſe Men, who vexed many Mi- 
niſters for not reading in their Churches the Book of Sports 
on the Lord's Day of Apoſtolical Obſervation; and many poor 
Labourers, c. for working on Mark's, or All-Sainrs Days 
Feaſts of Men's own deviſing. In the three firſt Centuries» 
"tis affirm'd, there was no Feſtival ſet a-part in Honour of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles. But ſuppoſing there was? *Tis 
ſtrange any Miniſter durſt fay unto God in his own Houſe, 
on the 25th of December, Almighty God, who haſt giv'n us 
thy Son as at this time to be born, &c. And on 
Candlemaſs Day, We humbly beſeech thy Majeity, That as 
thy Son was this Day preſented, &c. When himſelf, or 
any Mortal knows not, in what Month or Day he was born 
or preſented. 

Page 12. A great Perſon at Geneva, it ſeems, preſumed it ſome- 
what Popiſh to obſerve Sunday, and conſider'd about changing the 
Day. Rem. Two great Perſons at London (we are ſure) pre- 
ſumed to do rl than conſider about changing the Day; 
which is not ſo bad ſure, as actually to prophane it in this 

ublic Manner. King James I. In his Declaration 1618. 
Faith, © That after the end of Divine Service, our good 
People be not diſturbed or diſcouraged from any lawful 
Recreation, ſuch as Dancing, either Men or Women 
© nor from having of May-games, Whitſon-ales, Morris-dances, 
and the ſetting up May-poles, and other Sports therewith u- 
* ſed: The Martyr in his Declaration 1634. gives the Nati- 
on a ſecond Part to the ſame Tune, vix. © Now out of a 
© pious Care for the Service of God, We do ratify and publiſh 
* this our bleſſed Fathcr's Declaration. A truly pious Chri- 
ſtian would be almoſt aſtoni ſh'd to read both, if he had not 
been told, That the Time cometh, that whoſoever hilleth you, will 
think that he doth God Service. But [ don't think our Author 
himſelf believes the Story above related (it ſeems only) 
by J. Barclay, Son to the Author of Contra Monarcho-machos. 
For which King James I. intended to prefer young John, till 
he receiv'd Intelligence, that he plaid Falſe with him, be- 
ing a Spy in his Court for the . of France; 
now if he could not prove true and loyal unto his natural 
Prince, can it be expected, He [being of a Popiſo Spirit] 
ſhould carry himſelf truly and honeſtly toward [ſo famous a 
Proteſtant] as Mr. Calvin? This and more I find in Dr. 
Tuiſs, on the Fourth Commandment. | - pho 

Page 14.* Reducing themſelves in all material Points to the 


Standard of the Primitive Church, Rem. And of the Holy Scriptures 
C 2 — one 


TA — — - 
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one wou'd think ſhou'd have been added, without 
which the other is a very fallible and uncertain Standard; 
as it is, we muſt look for't in the Decrees of Councils, and 
the Writings of Primitive Fathers. The Second Council of 
Nice, to eſtabliſn their Doctrine of Image-worſhip, do ſo 
palpably abuſe and wreſt Scripture, that J believe no Pa- 


fiſt hath the Fore-head to own, that for the true Senſe of 


thoſe Texts, which is there giy'n of thoſe Fathers. And of 
the Seventh General Council, If a Council of Atheiſts had 
© met together with a deſign to abuſe Religion, by talking 
c ridiculouſly of ir, they could not have done it more effectu- 


* 


Kally; faith — Tillotſon, Rule of Faith, p. 96. Na- 


2iant. faith othing is to be heard there, but 
© Geeſe and Cranes, who fight without underſtanding one 
c another. In ſhort, there never was a Council fince the 
Apoſtle's Time [ faith a learned Man] which has not deter- 
mined ſomething in Prejudice of the true Religion. The 
Zeal and Piety of the Primitive Fathers can't be too much 
admir'd or imitated, ef! pooh the Martyr Cyprian and St. 
Auguſtin, &c. The firſt ina long Epiſtle, pleads for mix- 
ing Water with the Sacrament Wine, as the only true Tra- 
dition derived from Chriſt and his Apoſtles: Finds out ma- 
ny myſtical Significations, and intimates as if he had been 
peculiarly warn'd of God to obſerve it in that manner, an 
Argument which he produces often as a Warrant to knock 
down a Controverſy, when other Arguments were too weak, 
ſaith Dr. Cave, Primitive Chriſtian, p. 330. St. Auſtin groſly 
miſtaking the Text, in 1 Cor. 7. 4. alledges, That the 
« Husband may transfer his Right to his Wife's Body unto 
© another, and ſo vice verſa. In Nine Places of his Books, 
he affirms, * The Neceſity of the Euchariſt for Children af. 
ter Baptiſm, and that this was the Practice; as alſo Pray- 
ers for the Dead. He, Jerom, Baſil, &c. tell many ſtrange 
Stories of Feats done by Relicks; the Learned, by reading 

Mr. Daille De uſu Patriim, may in part ſee the fitneſs of re- 
ducing all material Points to Primitive Standard. Our great 
Chillingworth hath ſaid enough in Engliſh, * That he ſeeth 
* with his own Eyes; there are Councils againſt Councils, 
© ſome Fathersagainſt other Fathers, the ſame Fathers againſt 


.* themſelves, a Conſent of Fathers of one Ave, againſt a Con- 


© ſent of another; the Church of one Age, againſt the Church of 
© another. In what Country or Age muſt we look for this 
Standard? After Men have laboured in vain in reading Vo- 
lumes of Fathers, Councils, Ecel. Polit. and Ritualiſts. 
| The 
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The Bible, the Bible [ſaith he] is the Religion of Prote- 
© ftants, The Papiſis [ Fecknam and Heath] (and no wonder) 
pleaded againſt the Reformation, almoſt in our Author's 
Words. That thoſe Changes were Departures from the 
Standard of the Catholick Church. 

Page 16. Tho Lay-Elders, and Lay-Deacons, were No- 
velties in the Church and their [ Geneva] Elders were not 
to be _ in the Text, Rem. They perhaps did with good 
Reaſon think, they might have Lay-Elders and Lay-Dea- 
cons, as the firſt Chriſtians had their Lay-Deaconneſſes; 
certain it is however, That no Chapter of Dean, Arch-Dea- 
con, and Canons is to be found in the Text. They were No- 
velties in the Church. The ſame may be ſaid ofa Lay-Chan- 
cellor. Yet many poor Families can remember to their Sor- 
row, when this Uſurper of the Keys cou'd ſay —— Feftere ſi 
nequeo Fortes Ackeronta movebo, If I can't make em bend with 
Canons, Ec. I'll firſt deliver 'em unto Satan the ſpiritual 
Goaler, and then [as the ſixty fifth Canon directs] procure 
a Writ, and ſend 'em to him at the County Goal, for term 
of Life. Farther yet, wou'd any Chriſtian imagine, that 
ſublimated Rage ſhould extend? Job ſpeaking of the Grave, 
ſaith m— there the weary are at reſt ; "'twas a long Time after 
that I/aiab deſcribing the 'Tyranny of Babylon's King, ſaid, 
Hell (or the Grave) from beneath is moved for thee, to 
meet thee, Cc. As tho' they feared, leſt thou ſhouldſt 
trouble the Dead, as thou didſt the Living, as the Com- 
mentator obſerves. Prot:ftants do juſtly abhor the Inhuma- 
nity of Papiſts for taking up Bucer's Bones out of his Grave. 
But will Poſterity believe, that a Frotęſtant Biſhop, and his 
Chancellor, did ever cauſe a Woman's Body to be pull'd up 
out of her Grave, where ſhe had lain near her Relatives about 
a Fort-night or longer, and reinterr'd in an obſcure Plat of 
Ground. Her Husband was Brother of that Valiant Admi- 
ral Blake, who continued a Fortunate Vindicator of his Coun- 
trey's Privileges from the Incroachments of inſulting Neigh- 
bours, a victorious Enemy of the Spaniard, and was highly 
yalued of all, ev'n the Royaliſts, faith Mr. An. Wood, a great 
Enemy to the Parliament and Cromwell. While that impi- 
ous Buſineſs of calling the King to an Account, was prepa- 
ring, he often ſaid (as the Hiſtorian affirms) That he 
would as freely venture his Life to ſave the King's, as ever 
he had done it to ſerve the Parliament. He join'd with Mon- 
tague [made Earl of Sanduich by King Charles II.] and with 
Monk Duke of Albemarle, obtain'd a Victory over the Dutch ; 

greater 
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greater than any that had been gain'd before at Sea, ſince 
that at Lepanto. His Siſter in Law dying a natural Death, 
Excommunicated; Orders were ſent from Wells to dig her 
up out of her Grave, and to a Gentleman (whom Humani- 
ty did oblige to aſſiſt in carrying her thither) to come u 
and anſwer for that Offence. From theſe and other un- 
chriftian Uſages, the Diſſenters bring ſuch Prejudices com- 
plain'd of Page 23. 

- Ibid Yer they [the Geneva Reformers] were ſtill regarded 
by us, as Brethren, their Correſpondence defired, and Communion with 
them maintained. Rem. It was ſo in King Edward VI. and the 
beginning of Queen Elixabeth's Reign. But afterwards how 
it was interrupted or ceas'd, ſeveral great Men have told 
us. Lord Clarendon ſaith, © That King Charles I. by the Ad- 
vice of ſome eminent Clergy-Men, order'd his Ambaſſador in 
© France not to go to the Hugonot Churches, as he us'd to do; 
and he lays it as an Imputation on thoſe, who gave the Ad- 
vice, that it was with the Defign of an Union with the 
Church of Rowe, To this is the Communion of the old 
Geneva Brethren now come. 'The famous Lord Falkland in 
his Speech complain'd, That the Biſhops had flackned 
* the ſtrictneſs of that Union, which was formerly between 
© us, and thoſe of our Religion beyond Sea; an Action as 
Impolitick as Ungodly, Such alſo were ſet up by Land in 
Scotland, who in their Sermons mollified the Papiſts Opini- 
ons, and commended them, not without ſome Refle#ions on 
the Reformers. This, with their looſe Principles about the 
Lord's Day, made them odious to the People, and [the Bi- 
ſhop might have truly added] to God, and all good Men. 
There have been, as I have heard, ſaith another learned 
Royaliſt ; * In the Days of Biſhop Bramhall, a ſort of Divines 
© here of that Leaven, who being dead, I cover their Names, 
if not for Healths-ſake, yet for Decency ; who never could 
c ſpeak of the firſt Reformers with any Patience; who prided 
c bewſelves in the Virulency of their Pens, and ſo they 
© might ſay a tart Thing concerning the foreign Churches, 
© cared not what Obloquy they caſt upon the Hiſtory of the 
© Reformation, or the Profeſſion of Religion, and were 1n- 
© deed ſo far owned by her [the Church of England] that 
©" what Preferments were in her own diſpoſal, ſhe rather 
* conferr'd on them. Thoſe excellent Reformers then, it 
ſeems, were not fill regarded by the Prime Leaders in 
Church and State; who defired a Correſpondence, and 
maintained a Communion rather with Rome, than Charenton, 
Strasburg or Geneva, Page 
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Page 15. - After their [the Lutherans] Examples, Our 


Churches and Cathedrals were not neplefled the Places here 
God's Honour dwells ; nor bis Altars. Rem. The bowing at the Ho- 
ly Name of Jeſus recommended, and why not at the Name of 
Jehovah, God, or Holy Spirit? ”T'was at firſt doubtleſs in- 
troduced on the groſs Miſtake of that Text, Phil. 2. 10. 
which they who recommended it, and their Succeſſors in 
the Church know very well. Some of 'em will perhaps 
hereafter be demanded, Who bath required this [and more 
ſuch Devices] at your Hands? *Tis reported, That Archbi- 
* ſhop Uſter us'd to tremble at Mens bowing at the Name 
© of Jeſus. Although the groſs Idolatry of the Papiſts be ta- 
© ken away, yet the Corruption cleaveth ſtill to the Hearts 
* of many [ſaith he] as may be ſeen in them, that make a 
* Courreſy to the Chancel, where the Holy Altar ſtood. 
B. of Div. p. 232. * His CharaGer of a Hypocrite is, that 
© he boweth at the Name of Jeſus, and {weareth by the 
Name of God, and would ſet all the World on Fire for a 
© Circumſtance. Our Cathedrals and * Altars would not have 
© been neglected, if leſs Pomp and Splendor, Noiſe and 
Sound were to be ſeen and heard there, eſpecially on ſome 
© Feſtivals and their Eves. The great Eraſmus [who doubt- 
leſs ſaw our Cathedral Service when he was in England] com- 
Plains of this. Operoſam quandam & Theatricam Muſicam in Sa- 
cras dades induximus, tumultuaſam diverſarum vocum gannitum, 
qualem non Opinor in Grecorum aut Romanorum Theatris unquam 
auditum fuiſſe; in bunc uſum magnis ſalariis aluntur puerorum gre- 
ges, quorum etas in perdiſcendis N ge gannitibus conſumitur. 
Tantis umptibus oneratur Eccleſia ob rem peſtiferam, Theſe were 
the Things which the Homily ſaith, * diſpleaſed God, and 
© filthily defiled his Holy Houſe defil'd our Church by 
« adorning our Churches, ſaith the Lord Falkland. The 
« Chriſtian Religion ſhines brighteſt in its own native Dreſs, 
and to paint it, is but to deform it, ſaith Dr. Nicholls. 
Page 20. To countenance a moſt cauſeleſs and ſeditious 
Separation and 21. Who bave been ſcared by it into Schiſm, 
This minds me of what Mr. ales ſaid in his Treatiſe of Schiſm. 
« Schiſm is one of thoſe Theological Scare-crows, with which 


© thoſe who uſe to uphold a Party in Religion, uſe to fright 
* away 


— — 


* no great Credit to our Cathedrals, if the Obſervation be true, 
that in thoſe Places where they are, there are more Papiſts than in other 
Towns of the ſame bigneſs. 


away ſuch as making enquiry into it, are ready to relin- 
t quiſh and 4 it, if it appears either erroneous or ſuſ- 
« picious. If that little in the Appendix be not enough; 
Biſhop Stillingfleer in his Jrenicum, &c. Mr. Hales, Chilling- 
worth, and other Conformiſts, And on the other fide, Dr. 
Ames, Dido Clavius, Mr. Baxter, Dr. Calamy. Mr. Pierce in 
his Letters to Dr. Wells, and many others have written more 
than enough to free our Diſſenting Proteſtants, from the Im- 
putation of a cauſeleſs Separation or Schiſm ; and to ſome 
of theſe, the impartial Reader mutt be referr'd for a full 
Anſwer to this, and ſuch like Diſcourſes. After all the 
Noiſe that has been made of the Miſchief of Separation; 

the Miſchief of Impoſition is the true Cauſe. 
Ibid. The zreateſt Prejudice is not to us, but to thoſe, who on 
that Account are gone from us. They muſt needs go be- 
gins an old Saying, which may be tov true here. Truth 
it ſelf hath ſaid, The Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you into Pri- 
ſon, his fiery Darts we read of; this old Engineer doubtleſs 
had a Hand in framing a Train of heavy Canons, and the 
like State-Artillery in Four Reigns, which ſcared many, and 
drove Multitudes out of the Field into Priſons, and Ameri- 
can Deſerts, Theſe and other rigorous Impoſitions were 
the true Cauſes of the horrible Miſchiefs that have follow- 
ed, and (in our Author's Words] Uncharitableneſs, the 
breach of the Peace of God, the Unity of his Church, Cc. 
The loſs is to the Catholick Church, and to be anſwered 
for hereafter to the great Shepherd, for the Loſs and Per- 
dition of Thouſands of Souls during a whole Century. In 
ueen Elizabeth's Reign, many there were (ſaid Biſhop 
Sands) who heard not a Sermon in Seven Years, I might 
ſay in Seventeen. Their Blood, faith he, will be requi- 
© red of ſome Body's Hands of thoſe no doubt, who fi- 
« lenced honeſt painful Miniſters, for want of whom many 
Churches were ſhut up, and in others an old ignorant Maſs- 
© Prieft, or ſome, who had in Queen Mary's Reign perſecu- 
ted Proteſtants, and in this were permitted to perſecute ſuch 
| © again. In the Arch-deaconry of London, not above a Third 
Part were Preachers, ſaith Mr. Strype. How few then were 
there comparatively in the reſt of the Kingdom. That Queen 
her ſelf ſeldom heard Sermons, except in Lent, as Mr. 
Strype hints. She told Archbiſhop Grindall, that *twas good 
for the Church to have few Preachers, and Three or Four 
might ſerve for a County. No wonder then, that her ſtate- 
ly Favourite Mbitgift perſecuted thoſe who were Pore 298 
Ober. 
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. ſober. Tho” King James did interceed for them with her, 
and in a general Aſſembly in Scotland, praiſed God; That 
he was born, as to be King of ſuch a Kirk, the ſincereſt in 
the World As for our Neighbours in England, their 
Service is an evil ſaid Maſs in Engliſh, they want nothing of 
the Maſs but the Liftings. I exhort you Doctors, Nobles, 
Oc. to ſtand to your | ie aud I ſo long as I brook 
my Life and Crown ſhall maintain the ſame. Calderw. Hiſto- 
7Y, p- 286. After ſo great an Example (if for no other Rea- 
ſon) the Diſſenters might be excus'd for laying an Imputati- 
on [like this on the Church of England] They were not the 
firſt it ſeems who devis'd this Untruth, if it be one, as is 
ſuggeſted, p. 20. Yer did the King preſently after he came 
into a warmer Air among his Biſhops, change his Mind, and 
ratified their Canons; about Seventy Miniſters were there- 
upon deprived and ſuſpended, and more under Canonical 
Admonition, the next Door to Deprivation. In the next 
7 Oy the many Innovations in Religion, the Inclinations 
of the greateſt Leaders in Church and State to a moderate 
Caſſandrian Popery, and the Perſecution of many Hundred Mi- 
niſters and People, were too many to be enumerated in one 
Volume ; theſe were the true Cauſes of the Separation and 
Schiſm complain'd of above. On the Reſtoration, the Bi- 
ſhops were at the Savoy, preſented by their Fellow Com- 
miſſioners with a Pathetick, humble Petition for Peace, Re- 
conciliation and Unity; but they like the deaf Adder who ſtop- 
peth his Ears, would not heark en to their Voice, not change 
one Word for a better, deadly Sins for heinous, Seventh- day, in 
the Liturgy, for Sabbath day in the Bible. The filly Stories 
in Tobit, and forg'd Lies in Judith and Suſan read in Churches, 
for Canonical Scripture of divinelnſpiration; nay. the Convo- 
cation, like the /Zgyprtian Taſk-maſters, inſtead of undoing the 
heavy Burdens, added more, viz. the wretched Fable of Bell 
and Dragon, &c. all of 'em unfit to be read in a Chimney- 
corner, much leſs in the Houſe of God, and on a Lord's- 
Day. Can it be truly affirm'd then, that nothing is ordain'd 
to bo read, but the pure Word of God or that which 
is agreeable to the ſame? Are thoſe Aſſertions in Tobit 4. 
10. Ecclus. 1 2. 4, 5. and Ch. 29. 12. and Eccl. 11. 34. Agree- 
able to Chriſt's Command, Luke 6. 27, 35. Mat. 5. 34. Heb, 
13. 2. 1 Pet. 4. 9, &c? They exactly fulfill'd good Biſhop 
Brotenrig's Prediction on his Death bed. * I'm ſure the King 
© will be reſtored, but I foreſee, that at the ſame Time, 
He will bring a-long with my a Canterburian Train, tl 10 
| | * W1 
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will be loth to part with a Rag of their Surplice to bind 
© up the Churches Wounds.* This was verified in their next 
Contrivance of the Unifortnity-Bill ; in which, to the old 
Conformity Terms, they ſuperadded new Declarations, one 
of *em, that it is not lawful upon any Pretence whatſoever to 
take Arms*, Sc. Tho' they knew that the great and 
learned Biſhop Bilſon, Barclay, Grotius, Hooker [by their 
Writings] think this a falſe Pofition, as fince Puffendoyf hath, 
and many more [at beſt] doubtful. * The Terms are ſs 
4 rigid, ſaid the Lord Chamberlain to the King, that I am 
© afraid many Miniſters will not comply with 'em.“ I am 
© afraid, reply'd Sheldon, they will,” as Dr. Bates relates it. 
But to make ſure Work, the grand Managers knew, that a 
ſham Presbyterian Plot was needful to make the Bill paſs; 
now the Kingdom is alarm'd, the Militia rais'd, ſcores of 

iniſters and their Hearers impriſoned , eſpecially in 
Woreeſterſhire, the chief Scene, becauſe Sir J. Packingtong 
a prime Manager, Mr. Baxter and Captain Tarinton [who 
in 1681. publiſh'd a Narrative of this Plot] dwelt there. 
Tho“ 'twas all Forgery, as may be ſeen in Dr. Calamy's 
Abridgment, P--177. and Mr. Pierce's Vindication, p. 232: 
Some knew it to be ſuch, others too credulous, and glad to 
hear the Report. A Majority of Votes was, with ſome diffi- 
culty, procur'd to make the Bill paſs. For the old Cler- 
gy's Wrath and Revenge, and the young Gentry's ſervile 
Compliance with the Court, and as general diſtaſte of ſeri- 
ous Piety, prevail'd on them to make it a Law, which re- 
quir'd ten Thouſand Miniſters, Sc. to give their unfeigned 
Aﬀent, Oc. to all that was contained in two or three Books; 
which (as they had then been newly alter'd) 'twas moral! 
impoſſible nine Thouſand of them could ſee and peruſe 
before the laſt prefixed Day. The Interim in Germany; 
and the Popiſh Statute of the fix Articles, had in this reſpect 
more Reaſon and Mercy. But the Terms were ſo contriv'd 
by the chief Agents, which they knew would put to ſilence 
thoſe, who would not put their own Conſciences to Silence 
or Uneaſineſs. 1 
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One ſubſcribed Declaration was afterwards made an Oath, and 
gravely impos*d on all Caſuiſts, the Mechanicks in Corporations, the Inn- 
keepers and Vintners in the Militia ; wiſer Men than Biſhop Bilſon, 
Davenant, &c. who believ'd it lawful for French Proteſtants to take 
Arms againſt their King, 
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A poor Comfort will hereafter ariſe, « Theatro Sheldonianog 
to its Founder, when a long Roll, heavier than a Mill-ſtone, 
Mall be produced, written within and without, with the 
Names of about two Thouſand Miniſters, whom he, as prime 
Director, and his Aſſociates, had ejected. And the Name of 
the Day, even of the ſame Day, Bartholomew, on which thirty 
Thouſand of their Proteſtant Brethren were maſſacred 
in and near Pars, and the Names of Thouſands of their 
Hearers, who, in purſuance of this Law, &c. were im- 
priſon'd, ruin'd, or impoveri ſh'd, beſides the Perdition, or 
* Hazard, of Thouſands of Souls. The Loſs to all Proteſtant 
Churches, and, in our Author's Words, to be anſwer'd for to 
tbe great Shepherd. *'T will be too late then for Simeon and Levi 
(chief Magiſtrate, and chief Prieſt in two or three Reigns) 
to ſay to one another, Je are verily guilty concerning our Brother, 
when he beſought us, and we would not hear bim. Our Brethren 
© did beſeech us, and their other Rulers, at the Savoy, and 
long before, much in Mr. Fenuer's Words ſo you may 


underſtand. The Biſhops had then ſtopped all their Ears 


of Compaſſion againſt us; ſo that no humble Suit, no Ob- 
teſtation in the Bowels of Chriſt Jeſus, for the Honour of 
God, and the holy Peace of the Church; no Cries, which 
would have moved brazen and iron Hearts, could move them 
once to regard us, or bear us; or in that Aſſembly, conſi- 
der what we had ſaid, or make us any Anſwer. Fuller's Hiſt. 
pag. 78. Twas never known, ſaith a noble Peer, that Rome 
e ray ice (as the Biſhops have) thoſe who adhere to the 
* ſame Faith with themſelves; and eſtabliſh an Inquiſition 
* againſt Profeſſors of the ſtricteſt Piety among themſelves, 
* and however they complain of the bloody Perſecution un- 
der Queen Mary, 'tis manifeſt their Perſecutions exceed 
© it; for under her, no more than two or three Hundred 
< were Put to Death ; whereas, under the Biſhops Perſecu- 
© tion, there hath above treble the Number been ſtifled, 
© deftroy'd, and ruin'd in their Eſtates, Lives and Liberties 
© being (as is moſt remarkable) Men, for the moſt part, of 
* the ſame Spirit and Principle with thoſe Proteſtants who 
« ſuffer'd under the Prelates in Queen Mary's Reign.“ The 
Diſſenters however, eſpecially the Presbyterians (tho' they 
have ſuffered ſo Much from them) are ſo far from diſliking 
All, that they honour the glorious Memory of the Arch- 
biſhops Cranmer, Grindal, Abbot, Uſer, Tillotſon 3 the Biſhops 
Ridley, Jewell, Davenant, Hall, Brownrig, Wilkins 5 Divine Her- 


bert, Dr. Horneck, Lucas, &c. as much as they do the pious 
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Memory of the learned Cartwright, Dr. Reynolds, Ames, Preſton, 
Mr. Hilderſbam, Dod, Baines (who was five Times ſilenced) 
Vines, Pool, forced into Holland, where he dy'd ; having, in- 
{ſtead of Preaching, wrote his famous S nopſis Criticorum, and 
one or two Books againit Popery ; Mr. Gouge of S-pulchres, 
Mr. Joſ. Allein of Taunton. Mr. Gouge was a Wonder of exten- 
five Charity, Piety, and true Zeal, as may be ſeen in Areh- 
biſhop Tillotſon's Sermon preach'd at his Funeral. He di- 
ſtributed Thouſands of Welch Bibles, Whole Duties of Man, 
&c. in Wales, tho' about ſeventy Years old, went and viſited 
once in a Year the numerous Schools he ſet up there; 'tis no 
wonder that he was perſecuted from Place to Placc, and ex- 
communicated. Mr. J Allin may, perhaps, be thought his 
ſuperior for Learning, and extraordinary Piety; he left be- 
hind him one Book, De Providentid, Deliver'd in a very 
good Latin Stile,“ faith the Preface to his Life, &c. written 
by two pious Conformiſts, his Aﬀociates in Oxon, who gave 
Memorials of his fingular Piety, and 0. their own Words! 
© an exact Delineation of this holy Perſon —— as the Por- 
© traiture of a compleat Goſpel Miniſter.” Here now an ho- 
neſt Man expects to hear next, that he was ſent to Goal 
[whither he carry'd his own Mittimus] the Hardſhips of 
which, at ſeveral Times, broke his Strength, and haſten'd 
him to the Grave. How long, O Lord, Holy and True, doft thou 
not judge and avenge our Blood? Many Flouts have been made 
after the mention of tour Saviour's Words Whoſo ſhall 
offend one of theſe little Ones, it were better, &c. but (greater 
than a Mill-ſtone) even Mountains and Rocks, will many 
ſuch Offenders, hereafter, call on, could they hide them 
from the impending Wrath. After the Uniformity Act had 

lay'd its part, ſome Attempts for an Union were made by 
Biſhop Wilkins, Lord Keeper Bridzman, &c. But all En- 
© deavours for an Accommodation [ ſaith Dr. Nicholls] were at 
Court held for Fanatical.” And the Diſſenters ſerv'd like 
Plutarch's Mule, who being heavy laden with Salt, and find- 
ing ſome Eaſe by lying down in the Water, which melted 
the Salt, was next Time, by his angry Maſter, loaded with 
Wool, which drench'd in the Water doubled the Burden. 
When a Seffion of Parliament came, and the King wanted 
Money, then a new ſevere Law againſt We Diſſenters was 


offer'd to the angry Men.of the Church Party as the Price of 
it; and this ſeldom fail'd to have is Effect; ſo that they 
* were like the Jewels of the Crown, pawn'd when the King 
wanted Money, but redeem'd at the next Prorogation, 


faith 
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faith a late Biſhop. So again, when a bloody expenſive 
War was made againſt a Proteſtant State, and the Proteſtant 
Religion®, and a raging Peſtilence had made High Church 
Gentlemen afraid to fit at Weſtminſter, they were not.afraid 
at Oxon [the fitteſt Place in England] to make the Statute of 
Omri, which baniſhed thoſe, whom they had before expos'd 
to Want and Miſery, from Cities and Burgeſs Towns; nay, 
even from their own Homes. Theſe Judgments harden'd 
them, like Pharaoh, the more againſt their Brethren, Not 
long after another Judgment [when part of the City lay in 
its Ruins] out comes the Lambeth Chaplain, like Rabſbeka 
ſent by his Maſter, with his Eccleſiaſtical Polity, like Pandora's 
Box, full of Lies and Railings at Diſſenters, Who muſt, 
« ſaith he, be reſtrained with a more peremptory and unyield- 
© ing Rigor, than naked and unſanctify'd Villanies and 
© a greater Severity ought to be exerciſed over Men's Con- 
© ſciences than over their Vices and Immoralities,' pag. 82. 

Page 23. For, from whence us it that thoſe People — bring 
ſuch Prejudices, but from the Diſcourſes of their Meetings? 

Anſw. From what is ſaid in the two foregoing Pages, ſome 
Prejudices againſt unreaſonable Terms and Impoſi tions, they 
bring from the Diſcourſe of the great Chillinguorth, Mr. Hales, 
Biſhop Stilling fleet's Irenicum, &c. Some from Biſhop Parker's, 
Weſtley's, Agate's, and Dr.Walker's, full of Railings, malicious 
Repreſentations and Untruths. Some Prejudices alſo [and 
who can blame 'em] from their Meetings with one another in a 
Biſhop's Conſiſtory, a Goal, Sc. to the Ruin or Impove- 
riſhment of their Wives and Children. And ſome [they 
readily own] from their religious Meetings, where they 
never hear Fables, or Untruths, read, inſtead of the pure 
Word of God; or, any Thing in the New Teſtament for, 
but much againſt Impoſitions and Ceremonies of Men's own 
deviſing. And, laſtly, Some Prejudices againſt theatrical 
Muſick, Piping, Singing, Chanting in Cathedrals (which 
one of the Homilies of the Church of England condemns) and 
Sternbold's wretched Verſion, us'd in Pariſh Churches, they 
bring from their Meetings, where Mr. Barton's, Mr. Brown's, 
and Mr.Watts's excellent Hymns, are ſung with more Decency 


and 


— 


* Perfidions Proteſtants, that (as a earned Conformiſt faith) could 
not find the Way of Peace in hi; Majeſty's Reſtoration, nor knew how to 
employ the Sword and Treaſure, but againſt Proteſtants abroad; nor their 
Pocver, but upon Proteſtants at howte, who help'd to reſtore them ; no- 
#heir Peace, but in Effeminacy. 


/ 


(39) 
and Reverence, Here now, why may not they in their 
Turn, aſk — From whence is it that thoſe People the High 
Church Clergy Men, bring their Prejudices againſt Difſen- 
ters? But from their Meetings in the Univerſities, and their 
Diſcourſes elſewhere, At which! ſin ſome of our Author's 
Words] Low Church Loyalty to King GEORGE, and Non- 
rmity to the Church in a breath, « equally run down, and 


0 


27 flatter'd with the Title of ſtaunch Church Men, to the Ex- 


- 


t 
cluſion of their Loyal Brethren. From their Oaths and Subſcrip- 
tions of Thirty nine Articles, ſome of which young Lads of 
fourteen or fixteen Years old don't underſtand ; from their 
after Declarations of Aﬀent, Cc. to all preſcrib'd in a large 
Book, which ever afterwards, from Confiderations of Ho- 
nour, worldly Intereſt, Grandeur and Preferments, and that 
Diſſenters may be totally excluded, they will defend with 
all their Wit and Learning. From ſome of theſe the deluded 
People have learn'd to ſay, They had rather be Papiſts 
7 than Presbyterians ;* nay, Dr. Pierce, a Savoy Commiſſioner, 
was not aſhamed in Print to declare, That he abhorr'd be- 
* ing « Papiſt as much as a Presbyterian, and will be a Turk 
© as ſoon as either; and his Fellow Commiſſioners, Sheldon, 
Morley, Gunning, &c. ſeem'd to be of the ſame Mind; al- 
moſt all the Proteſtants on Earth are, it ſeems, equally ab- 
horr'd by ſome High Church Men. | 

Ibid. Hence it comes to paſs, That the true bred Diſſenter will no 
more come into our Churches than into a Houſe of Rimmon a 
Cathedral i a very Abomination ; to be at Prayers would be to be at 
Maſs. The ill bred Diſſenter, it ſeems, is not quite ſo bad 
as the true bred, nothing being here ſaid againſt the for- 
mer. The Lambeth Chaplain, much like this, faith, * Of all 
* Villains, the wel! meaning Zealot is the moſt dangerous, 
more dangerous than the ill meaning Zealot; nay, than a 
© Robber, or Murderer, or Jewiſh Zealot [as bad as either] 
of whom our Saviour (faith he) did take on him the Per- 
* ſon, he being not only in an hot fit of Zeal, but in ſeeming 
Fury and Tranſport of Paſſion,” Eecl. Pol. and ſecond Part, 
Pag. 152. I can't tell, whether they are accounted true, or 
/ bred Daughters of the Church, who (as if they were in 
the Houſe of Rimmon, and not in the Houſe of God) practiſe 
that which is truly ſcandalous to their own Teachers, for 
when theſe call on then to pray, or kneel, They [when King 
GEORGE = 10 be pray'd for] ftart up, as if the Parſon in 
white were an Apparition, or they were ſtung with Fleas, and then 


ebey take care to ſbew their Averſlon to their King by their Looks and 
x Geſtures ; 
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Geftures; as our Author's Words are. But in a Church, 
eſpecially a Cathedral, is a very great Abomination commit- 
ted by ſome, who do, or ought to know, the dreadful Guilt 
of Perjury; they read, or joyn with the Prayers in the 
Church for him, and in the Court ſwallow the Abjuration 
Oath, but 'tis too well known, that in the Diſcourſes of 
their Meetings they ſhew their Diſloyalty to him; and his 
excellent Adminiſtration. 

Thid. And when a Relation of theirs « to be chriſten d, 
tho' the Office 6 to be perform'd at home, yet they will not aſſiſt at 
that for which they come, and fly away Hh the Sign of the Croſs as 
faſt as the Papiſts fancy evil Spirits do. 

Our Author might, perhaps, about fifty Years ago be told, 
That at a home Chriſtning a Woman did withdraw, not ſo 
much diſliking crofling the Forehead as an the Face. 
At another Time, a Matron, and no Diſſenter, ftepp'd away 
to do ſome charitable Act for the good Woman in the Straw, 
or to ſet the good Cheer in order for the Goflips, if there 
be any ſuch at a home Chriſtning, when croſſing is us'd. 
Such Stories, true or not, will, however, afford Matter for 
Invective; as that ridiculous, and untrue one, of Dr. N. That 
the Diſſenters make Bows in their Meeting Houſes to ano- 
ther that ſneezeth, Def. pag. 317. I was, indeed, ſurpriz d 
at reading this Crofling at home, having not, as I retnetn- | 
ber, in fifty Years, heard of ſuch a Practice, ſcandalous to ſuch 
Teachers, who thus break through repeated Promiles, Sc. 
for filthy Lucre ſake. | 

Ibid. Moſt ſcandalous to their own Teacher and 
the Pretences of their Leaders who uſurp —— 

Their Miſſion, as well as that of all Proteſtant Miniſters 
beyond Sea, hath been ſufficiently juſtified by both from 
Time to Time. The Qualifications of ours ſhall be here in 
ſhort tranſcrib'd from ſome learned Men of the Church of 
England. Biſhop Parker commends 'em [who wou'd think 
it?] The Nonconformiſts ſpend moſt of their Pulpit Sweat 
© in making a Noiſe about Communion with God tell 
fine Romances of the ſecret Amours between a believing 
© Soul and him, and prodigious Stories of the miraculous 
© Feats of Faith in the Lord Chriſt, Repr. p. 56. * Of 
© Faith, Attendance on Ordinances ———. filling the World 
© with the Noiſe and Buz of the Divine Spirit,” Eccl. Pol. 
Pag. 57. Now, although no Atheiſt did ever write ſo pro- 
phanely of Jeſus Chriſt, the Holy in and Scriptures, 
particularly the Book of Canticles, Heb. 11, &c. yet * 177 

| eit! 


© own —— — T TT — P——ͤ— 3 a 


32 
Teſtimony from an Enemy to God and them, as great a 


Commmendation, almoſt, as what Dr. Nicholls gives them, 
wiz. * That many of them are Men of great Piety and Learn- 


© ing; that they are come Omnia fere dicere Ornate, 
© preſse, & ſobrie Nihil denique loquuntur, niſi quod viro 
Gravi, & homine Theologo dignum fit, &c. Lat. Def, There 
are amongſt the e (ſaith the famous Dr. Cave) 
© many very learned and pious Perſons, not only Sound and 
Orthodox, but learned, and able Defenders of the Re- 
formed Religion, zealous Proteſters againſt all the horrid 
Wickedneſs of this Day [;oth of Jan. ] and active Inſtru- 
ments in bringing Home our baniſh'd King.“ Theſe Men 
are alſo ready to own, That there are, and have been, of 
the Church of England, many who have written, preach'd, 
and liv'd piouſly, and they wiſh their Number were greater. 
Theſe did 'em no harm, ſometimes good; but 'twas ever 
obſerv'd, the Zealots for Ceremonies, or thoſe of ſcandalous 
Lives among the Clergy and Laity, were the rigid Impoſers, 
or active Perſecutors, witneſs Laud, &c. and his Succeſſors 
at the Savoy, * There are a particular Bran of Perſons, who 
* will in ſpight of Fate be accounted the Church of England. 
© To avoid an Imputation of Puritaniſm (a greater rub in 
the Way to Preferment than Vice) our Divines, for the ge- 
© nerality, did ſacrifice more Time to Bacchus than Minerva, 
ſaith the impartial Author of Memoirs on King James I. 
In the next Reign 'twas affirm'd in the Pulpits, That all 
© bur Goods belong'd to the King by Divine Right,” ſaith 
Sir Fr. Symour. Another ingenious Royaliſt writes, © All 
© their Sermons were a Marſh of Arminian Subtilties of Ce- 
* remonies and Decency, of Manvuaring and Sibthorpianiſnt 
© brew'd together.” Laud, and thoſe of his Party, were, in- 
deed, too Great to get up the Pulpit, For tho' at firſt 
* (faith the Lord Falkland) their Preaching was the Cauſe 
© of their Preferment, they afterwards made their Prefer- 
ments the Occafion of their not preaching.” Out of the Pul- 

it, however, they were more zealous to teach ſome of the 
beſt of their Loop e (as Gideon taught the Men of Succoth, and 
Queen Mary thoſe of S:folk,) with Briars and Thorns of the 


Wilderneſs, and ſome tranſplanted from the Inquiſition 


Houſe in Hain, to the High Commiſſion Court and Star 
Chamber in Weſtminſter. With theſe did Land and his Crea- 
tures burn, mangle and tear the Fleſh of Dr. L-izbton, of that 
great Royaliſt, Mr. Pryn, Dr. Baſtwick, and Mr. Burton. The 
firſt, after many Barbaritics of a long Impriſonment, was 

brought 
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brought to a mock Trial, when Laud, Inquiſitor Land, de® 
| fir'd the Court to put the higheſt Cenſure upon him; they 

ull 


did ſo, and he 'd off his Cap; and thank'd God, who 
had giv'n him the Victory. A Knight complaining of the 
| Barbarity of it, was by a Lord anſwer' d, Twas only in Ter- 
rorem. But, in ſhort, Laud prevail'd to have it executed. 
Thus, his Ears were cut off, his Noſe flit; Face branded 
with burning Irons, was ty'd to a Poſt, and whipp'd, with a 
treble Cord, which at every Laſh brought ſome Fleſh away, 
then put in the Pillory, afterwards kept ten Weeks in Dirt 
and Mire, and ten Years in Priſon, till the Parliament re- 
leas'd him, but then he could neither go, hear or ſee. The 
other three, after many arbitrary and unjuſt Tricks, were 
- alſo cenſur'd ; fined each 50001. to ſtand in the Pillory, their 
Ears cut off; Mr. P. to be burn'd in one or bath Cheeks 
with S. L. and the Stumps of his Ears, which before he had 


loſt, now hack'd off with a blunt Knife; after repeated 


Cruelties, which they, and ev'n their Friends, who reliev'd 
them, had undergone, and even contrary to their own Sen- 
tence, Mr. P. was ſent Priſoner to Jerſey, Mr. B. to Gnernſeyz 
and Dr. B. to Scilly Iſland. 


n. OP ater Dri! 
Unde nefus tantum Latin Paſtoribus ? —— 


Whether Laud ſhall hereafter, to his Shame and Sorrows 
ſee. thoſe Stigmata Laudu, we can't be ſure ; certain it is, he 
ſhall then remember them with a witneſs. His Creature, 
that little Animal, Mien of Norwich [more cruel than a Vul- 
ture] did ſuſpend, or deprive, about fifty Miniſters for not 
reading his Maſter's Sport Book in their Churches, and uſing 
Prayers of their own before and after Sermons ; he; in a li- 
teral Senſe, as Jer. ſaith, ſcatter'd his Flock, and drove away 
about three Hundred to Holland, and the Deſerts of America. 
Since the Reſtoration there were, indeed, many good Paſtors 
and Teachers of the Church of England, eſpecially in London 
but in the Country 'tis too well known, they us'd to Gl 
their Sermons with Invectives againſt thoſe who live more 
ſoberly than themſelves, and moſt of their Hearers; or 
with the filly, flaviſh Doctrines of Hereditary ,; Divine 
Right, unlimited Paffive-Obedience, and Noo-Reffance, 
in any one Caſe, tho' it were (as the late Bere was) 
to reſcue three Kingdoms from perpetual Miſery. 13 57 of- 
ten did we hear from Pulpits, * Story of the Tbebean 
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on? Could thoſe Cafuiſts imagine that Chriſtians, that Ewg- 


Ii Conſtitution Men, were bound to imitate them [were 
e Story true] by Paſhive-Obedience; tamely ſuffering 


their Throats to be cut by a Regiment of Ir Catholicks, 


whom King James might have ſent with his Commiſſion all 
over England, to cut off the moſt conſiderable Proteſtants ? 


Or, ſhould he have order'd 'em to go to Oxon, and tell the 
Decree Doctors, that to qualify themſelves for his Service 


at Court, and God's Service- in the Church, he required 


them to ſubmit to the ſame Operation as Nero made on So- 
rus, wou'd they have obey'd him without Limitation, as 


they had promiſed? If thoſe Doctrines were Truths, in 


_ Conſcience they are bound to publiſh them now, as 'tis ex- 


preſs'd, Page 24? If they were not Truths, why did they 
chooſe to-preach them in an arbitrary, popiſh Reign, rather 
than in a Proteſtant ? when Rebellion and Diſloyalty make it 


their Duty to preach the . Doctrine of Subjection to 


Rulers, now rarely mention'd in the Pulpit? 
Page 28.— The Seftarians have rather joyn d with the Papiſts 
themſelves, and in publick Counſels confederated with their pretended 
Enemies, to impeach our better Eſtabliſhment —— | * 
We read Chriſtianity was aby the Jews called a Sect, and 
we know all Proteſtants of the Church of England, and be- 
yond Sea, are by Papiſts call'd SeQarians, as the Diſſenters 
are, with equal Truth. For one Inſſance 'tis too eaſy to 
produce fifty, in which High Church hath joyn'd with, Oc. 
their real Friends the Papiſts. I can't remember that I ever 
read or heard, that any Diſſenters (Mr. Pen and Mr. Lob 
excepted) joyn'd with Papiſts, fc. unleſs it were to 1 
cure for ſome, and to thank King James for the Releaſe of 
others from their Priſons and Baniſhments, unto which their 
High Church Brethren had fent em. And if this be to im- 
peach their better Eflabliſhment, I won't excuſe it. Tis 
well known, that two great Perſons did confederate with two 
Princes, profeſſed Enemies to their own Religion, about a 
Popifh Match; that which ſucceeded (as all good Prote- 
ſtants know) did fatally impeach, waſte, and weaken every 
Proteſtant Eftabliſhment. Good Archbiſhop Abbot faith 
thus of it, — I ü beſeech your Majeſty to conſider, left 


by this Toleration, and Diſcontinuance of the true Profeſ- 


* fion ——— your Majeſty do not draw upon the Kingdom 
© in Fun. and your own ſelf in particular, God's heavy 
c Ju gments and Wrath [the Event prov'd too true, as all 
© know] and now, Sir, do with me as you pleaſe.” / - 

15 neither 
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neither his Grace's Letter, nor the People's Murmurs, were 
« effectual,” ſaith the Writer of the Duke of Bucks's Life. 
Now, to take off the Subjects Eyes from obſerving the In- 
dulgence us'd by King James in behalf of the Papiſts, a Quar- 
rel was reviv'd with a People ſtiled Puritans ; all the Con- 
ſcientious Men in the Nation ſhared the Contempt — 
However, I am more charitable than to conclude all Papiſts 
employ'd by the King ſo diſhoneſt, as to falſify their Trutt ; 
for if that follow'd, God help this poor Nation, that had 
© before then, and long after, few commiſſion'd in any Affair 
of Importance, but ſuch as were that way affected, or whol- 
ly indifferent,” ſaith the Author of Memoirs on King James, 
pag. 146. The Commons in Parliament, as early as 1628, 
in their pathetical Remonſtrance, ſay, We beſeech your 
* Majeſty to caſt your Eyes upon the miſerable Condition of 
* this your own Kingdom, of late ſo ſtrangely weaken'd and . 
* dejected, that unleſs through your Majeſty's Wiſdom, Sc. 
© it be ſpeedily raiſed to a better Condition; it is in no 
© little danger to become a ſudden Prey to the Enemies 
© thereof There is a general Fear in your People of 
* ſecret Working and Combination, to introduce Innovation,. 4 
© Change of our Holy Religion. And our Fears are not meerly 
conjectural, but ariſing out of ſuch certain aud w/ible Effelis 
© as may demonſtrate a true and real Cauſe — Thoſe 
of that Religion [Papiſts] do find extraordinary Favours 
and Reſpe& at Coart; their Numbers, Power, and Inſo- 
© lency, daily increafing in all Parts of your Kingdom —— 
Means have been ſought out to depreſs, and diſcountenance 
pious, painful, and orthodox Preachers, how conformable ſoever. 
© It doth not alſo a little increaſe our Dangers and Fears, to 
c 
c 
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underſtand the miſerable Condition of Feland, where, 
without Controul, the Popiſh Religion is openly profeſſed 
and practiſed in every part thereof; Popiſh Juriſdiction be- 
ing there generally exerciſed and avowed ; Monaſteries, 
Nunneries, Sc. re-edified and repleniſhed with Men and 
Women of ſeveral Orders — We do humbly appeal 
unto your Majeſty, whether there be not juſt Ground of 
Fear, that there is ſome ſecret, and ſtrong co-operating here 
with the Enemies of our Religion Abroad, for the utter 
* 1 N thereof. The importunate, and moſt 
pitiful Complaints, from all Parts of the Kingdom near 

adjoyning to the Sea, would rend {as we think] the ſto- 


nieſt Heart in the World with Sorrow, Ribu. pag. 615. 
The King was ſo far from hearkening to the Requeits of 
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his People with any Favour, and of applying any Remedy 
F Thathe threw Oil upon that Fire Which — heb kindling 
* [ſaith the Hiſtorian] by proroguing the Parliament to the 
Tear following.“ All Things grew worſe when Land be- 
came chief Miniſter in Church and State. The known Story 
of the Earl of Antrim, maybe ſeen in Mr. Pieree's Vindic. pag. 
195, to 198. Lord Clarendon, as ſoft and partial as he is 
ſometimes, owns, * That the Proclamation in which thoſe 
bloody Wretches were declar'd Rebels, was ſo long with- 
* held [from Ofob. to Jan.] and then no more than torty 
t appointed to be printed, with a ſpecial Command from his 
* Majeſty not to exceed that Number, and that none ſhould 
* be publiſh'd till his Majeſty's Pleaſure, &c. The more 
* obſerveable [ſaith the Earl] by the late contrary Proceed- 
* ings againſt the Scots thoſe Proclamations bein 
* forthwith diſperſed throughout the Kingdom, and order'd 
© to be read in all Churches, accompanied with publick 
Prayers and Execrations,' Vol. 1. pag. 550. The King's 
* Anſwer ſeems very unſatisfaftory,” ſaith he, pag. 604. ' 
The Papiſts were very numerous in Oxon, the King's Head 
* Quarters [where Colonel Gage and Afton, bigotted Papiſts, 
* were ſucceflively Governors] Vol. 2. pag. 528. © He is 
* ſaid to have treated with, and invited over the Iris Rebels, 
© after they had murdered about two hundred Thouſand.” 
Burlace's Hiſtory, pag. 143. 

In his Son's Reign the Biſhops Sprat, Cartwright, and anc- 
ther of the Crew (afterwards with another Biſhop excepted 
out of the general Pardon) did a long Time joyn with Papiſts; 
Parker, after he had written in Favour of Popery, was re- 
Jolv'd to do ſomething which might help to bring it in; for 
after Cartwright had turn'd out Magdalen College Fellows, he 
Joyns with a Papiſt (and a Traytor, afterwards hang'd for 
is intended Aſſaſſination of King William) in ſubſcribing an 
Inftrument to expel the Demies. Sam. Oxon Prefident, R. 
Charnock Vice Preſident, one Biſhop, 'tis ſaid, was ſo civil 
as to affiſt in the Pope's Nuncio's Train at his publick En- 
try ; and when invited to dine in the City, the two Sheriffs 
met him at Temple Bar, In the next Reign Biſhop Turner 
was, by Proclamation, charg'd with Treaſon, in plotting 
with Lord Pręſton. After theſe Men had joyn'd and confede- 
rated with Papiſts ſo long, and nothing 285 wanting to 


make them fit uppermoſt, but a Popiſh Heir on the Stage, 

a Thankſgiving Day was ordered,” upon which Arch-deacon 

Eachard owns, * 'The Clergy were for the moſt part ene | 
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© and reſerv'd, as doubting the Fact, and dreading the Con- 
* ſequence.” When in that Day (the Biſhops were in the 
Tower, and) the Lord God of Hoſts did call for Weeping and 
Mourning, Sc. from all good Proteſtants, on the diſmal 
Proſpe& of the Loſs of their rho and all their Civil 
Liberties, then did our two Univerfity-Sons of Apollo, with 
Joy and Gladneſs, tune their Harps, ſing aloud, and pre- 
ſent their congratulatory Songs for the Birth of à ſpurious 
Prince ; they joyn with Papiſts in their Exultations for this 
* fignalized Favour' [as Mr. M. of Trin. calls it J. Two 
Hundred Poems are ſent up to Court full of nauſeous Flats 
tery, with ſome ſprinklings of Blaſphemy. Cambridge Vice 
Chancellor begins with the Queen. 3 


Diva Parens ! 
Et tu Diva 


Mr, H. of Queen's College ſings, 


Put when exalted, being both Divine, 
God-like the Iſſue 
Such u our Prince, Heav'n born, divinely ſprung, 


Mr. Codrington of Chriſt Church, ſaith, 


And fain they wauld ſome Tribute pay, 
To the young God they one Time muſt obey. 


Mr. W:ily [Author of Chriſt's Life] prophanely writes, 


Divinely mix'd, the Great and Good appear, 
And all alike i ſcatter d every where, 
Hail! Child of Miracles, hail ! Son of Prayer. 


But inſtead of Chriſt, he hath imitated the Accuſer of the 


Brethren, in his Letter and Defence *, by his Railings and Un- 
truths. 


Mr. 
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* In his Defence he affirms, —— There is not one Word in the 
Directory of external Worſhip. See now the notorious Falſhood 
[ amongft many more J. In Chap. 1. The People are directed to en- 
ter the Aſſembly not Irreverently, but in a grave, and ſolemn Man- 
ner, &c. not to talk, whiſper, gaze, ſalute, or confer, but attend, 
Sc. more ſuch Directions for external Worſhip are there given. 


— —_ ** 


(33) 

Mr. Cooper of Trinity College, Cambridge, tells the Pop iſd La- 
dy, that her Merit could bear no Limits, that ſhe was Hea- 
vens brighteſt Image, State 9 p. 37, 48, 57. Such 
and ſo Rapturous Poems from the two famous Univerſities 
were perhaps enough to perſwade a credulous Prince, that 
he really was the Father of his pretended Ve Highneſs. 
Andi this Son of an Ignotus, that he was that very Child of 
Miracles (if he happens to ſee and underſtand ſuch Engliſh 
Poetry) as tis ſaid Perkin W. his Predeceſſor, did at laſt 
thimk himſelf King Edward's Son. But God our Redeemer 
(who in juſt Judgment makes Diviners mad, turneth wiſe. Men 
backward, and maketh their Knowledge fooliſh) did by as 
great a Miracle, as Mr. V. Child, fruſtrate the tokens of Li- 
ars, by ſending us a Deliverer, a few Months after. 

Page 30. Is the Croſs after Baptiſm mentioned, becauſe they have 
Forgot the quarrel at God. fathers. No Sir, They ha'nt forgot 
what many pious and learned Men have ſaid againſt our Eng- 
I; God- 3 between whom and the Primitive Spon- 
ors there's as great a Difference, as between Enghſb Di- 
oce fan, and Scripture or early Primitive Biſhops. I know 
faith the devout Biſhop Taylor]! God might, if he would, 
* have appointed God-fathers to give Anſwers in behalf of 
* Children to be Fiduciors for them : But we cannot find 
any Authority that he hath; and if he had, that it is to be 
«* ſuppoſed, He would have given them Commiſſion to have 
© tranſacted the Solemnity with better Circumſtances, and 
given Anſwers with more Truth: For the Queſtion is aſk- 
* ed of believing in the preſent; and if the God-fathers an- 
© fwer in the Name of * Child T do believe, it is no- 
© torious, they {peak falſe and ridiculous ; for the Infant is 
* not capable of believing, and if he were, he were alſo ca- 
* pable of Diſſenting; and how then do they know his Mind? 
if our Author be now living, and can with all his Wit and 
Learning give a fair Anſwer to this, the Difſenters I'm confi- 
tent; will ſoon forget the Quarrel, and their other Com- 
„aint, viz. That Parents are not permitted to ſpeak one 
Word, in making any Profeſſion or Dedication of their Chil- 
Tren to God at Baptiſm; which they uſually did in St. Au- 
ins Time, as the Learned affirm, and was call'd Exorci- 
ny. : 
bid. Bat the Governors of the Church know weil =——— how 
mall a part the ſincerely ſcrupulous are How came our 
Author to know, that they were ſuch Searchers of Hearts, 


35 to know how great or ſmall a part were Sincere? A little 
Charity 


? 
1 


(39) 

Charity wou'd incline Clergy-men to think, that they who ſuf- 
fered ſo much from them, were for a greater Part ſincerely 
ſcrupulous. | 35 4 n 65A 

Page 31. bis our Superiours know, who want not the 
Charity or Condeſcention, that any Reconciler would recommend 
They wanted none, they've ſhew'd enough in Four or Five 
Reigns to Diſſenting Papiſts, particularly in the Sixty Sixth 
Canon. Bur tell me, Reader, and thou ſhalt be great 4. 
follo, In what Country or Lear [ſince the Firſt of King 


James I. to the laſt of King James II.] they ſhew'd any Con- 


deſcention to their Proteſtant Diſſenting Brethren ; ſo averſe 
to Charity or Condeſcention were they, that an Oxford Con- 
vocation burnt the Reconciler's Book. | | 
I bid. That the Papiſt will be as well pleaſed with ſuch 
Alterations, as the Diſſenter That thoſe were from the 
beginning of Queen Elizabeth's Reign il! pleaſed with ſuch 
Alterations, I think well known; take two Inſtances, Bi- 
ſhop Horn writes, That he hoped to have the Act for 
* the Habits repealed, if the Popiſs Party did not hinder. it. 
A learned Conformiſt ſpeaking of King William's pious Endea- 
vour for ſuch Alterations as might procure Union, ſaith, I 


© take Notice of the French Papiſts, who have in ſo many of 


their late Gazettes, reviled the Commiſſion, and the Per- 
© ſons named in it; they are not apt to ſpeak ill of a Thing. 
* that would do hurt to us. Perhaps our Author may re- 
member, That the Alterations, Cc, propos'd in the King's 
Commiſſion of 1661. For reſtoring Peace and Unity, and 
giving Satisfaction to tender Conſciences [as the Words are] 
were, to our Popiſh Adverſaries Will, rejected with /difdain 
by Biſhop Sbeſdon, Morley, Gunning, Re,. 1 
Page 32. It were to be wiſhed, that, &c. I reply in the ſame 
Words following: It were to be wiſhed, that ſome of the 
great Leaders in Church and State, had been more Jealous 


of ſymbolizing with Rome in Ceremonies and Impoſitions of 


their own deviſing, and more Cautious in joining with her 
[as they have frequently] in her pernicious Deſigns. 

Ibid. Let them cloſe with that Church, which is meft ha- 
ted by the Pope Let our Difſenters (ſaid alſo the Biſhop 
of — cloſe with the Catholick Church, which is head- 
ed by the Pope; but then here lies the miſchief, they 
muſt both cloſe with each Church on her own Terms. The 
Trent Council and Engl; Convocation agree too welt in a 
Nolumus mutari. And what if Proteſtant Diſſenters can't by any 
means bring their Conſciences to cloſe? The one hath Ga!- 
7 044% lies 
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lies and Dragoons; the other, Priſons, Fines, &c. which in three 
or four Reigns (eſpecially about the Year 1682.) were the 
Ratio ultima Cleri. But theſe prov'd not ſtrong enough here 
in England, to make our Diffemter cloſe with that Church 
on Terms, which they think ſinful or very ſuſpicious. Some 
of em, however, did boldly attempt to 1 that Plate, a- 
ainſt which our Author ſaith, the Pope bends his greateſt 
orce. But neither a Biſhop's Chaplain, or Sir Roger the 
Papiſts Hireling, wou'd give em an Imprimatur or Licence. 
A Tract on the Name Proteſtant brought to Dr. m. He 
ſaid the Author was a ſaucy Fellow, for he had call'd the Pope 
Antichriſt ; The Bookſeller reply'd, That the Homily, Kin 
James, and many excellent Divines had call'd him ſo; wel 
— the Doctor] we have learn'd more Manners ſince, it f 
a'nt be printed. That Church is perhaps moſt hated by 
the old Fox at Rome, who curſeth her alſo every Maunday 
Thurſday, as the younger Fox did the Grapes, AKs he 
cou'd n't come at em; he knows, there are not in any other 
Proteſtant ny Biſhopricks from One, to Five or Six 
Thouſand Pounds a Year, no Deaneries and other Church 
Dignities, Parſonages, Ec. of as many and more Hundreds. 
No Univerfities upon Earth comparable to ours for Great- 
2 Splendor, and Revenues. Now tho' according to the 
oct, | 


Our Uui vexſities be can't endure, 


There's no talſe Latin in their Lands, he's ſure. 


—— 


Some however have reproach'd Noxcons for not writing 
more than they have againſt Popery, they firſt drove 'em in- 
to Baniſhment, or bound 'em faſt like Sampſon in the Priſon- 
houſe; and then ſay, The Philiſtines be upon yon; come and de- 
fend that Place, which ſome of their Leaders had ſhamefully 
More Remarks might be here made, but to the Im 
partial theſe are enough to let him ſee, that all is not Gold that 
glifters. Whoever reads the Biſhop of Meaux's Expoſition of 
the Doctrine of the Catholick Church, may perbaps find as 
much Art, Plauſibility, and Learning, with which he en- 
deavours to Free his Church from the Imputation of Superſti- 
tion, Oc. as our Author hath in his Diſcourſe ; all the 
—_— I've endeavour'd fairly to tranſcribe ; if any mi- 
ſtake happened, twas involuntary : Should any be diſpleas'd 
to read {ſome hard Truths, which they contain, thoſe pious 

- Biſhops and eminent Royals, who were the Authors, "we 
. | ; ON y 


Car) 
only to be blamed. Our Author is too wiſe, to attempt to 
free his Church from the [mputation of (one of the worſt 
Parts of) Popery, I mean N Worſe, doubtleſs, ha- 
ving done more Miſchief, and therefore more hateful to 
God and good Men, than the Doctrine of Purgatory, Prayer. 
to, or for the Dead, Sc. But the Tables are turn'd, 
be Pony and they who perſecuted others Cor were glad 
to {ee it done] formerly; do now think themſelves perſe- 
cuted, becauſe their Hands are ty'd down. As Grotius ſaith of 
the Devil's crying out, Art thou come to torment us before the 
Time? Becauſe our Lord was about putting an end to his 
tormenting others, They may be {till Perſecutors, and 
chargeable with that which they never acted, according to 
Luke 11. 50, 51. faith Biſhop B. Suppoſing next, that ſome 
© of the Prime Leaders in Church and State from the Year 
* 1625. to 40. had ſet up an Arbitrary French Go- 
* vernment, had introduc'd a moderate French Popery into 
* England, as they had into Ireland (what Advances were 
made towards it, may be ſeen in Heyliz's Life of Laud.) Or 
if King James with the Afiſtance of ſome Biſhops, Sc. had 
brought in Italian 47 what Relief or Comfort wou'd 
ood Proreftants find by reading a Fine tere telling em, 
that the Church of England is free from the Imputation. 
3. I aſk, Whether they who for many Years ſuffer'd Death, 
and ſome ev'n unto Death in Priſons [as Biſhop M. ſaid] 
{a Puniſhment greater than to burn a Quarter of an Hour at 
a Stake] did not duly conſider the Cauſe, ought not to 
be thought ſincerely Scrupulous, and more like to be in the 
right, than they to whom worldly Intereſt, Honour, Riches 
and Preferment, were a ſtrong Temptation to ſwallow 
down all that their Superiours re before em. What the 
Learned Biſhop Patrick ſaid in the Houſe of Lords, is re- 
markable That it was well known by ſome Books 
he had formerly publiſhed, that he had been no great Fa- 
* yourer of Diſſexters. But ſince he had met with an Oppor- 
s tunity to know them better; and he muſt own, that he 
found them to be Men of greater Moderation and Pietyg 
than he formerly thought 'em; and as he was now Anci- 
ent, and had bur little Time to live, He thought himſelf 
* obliged to do them this Juſtice before he dy'd. A Public 
Retractation [or much like it] this ſeems to be of the 
Fr. Debates. Having hitherto quoted little or nothing. 
which the Diſſenters have ſaid for themſelves; I'll here Cabs 
Join a few Lines two of 'em * written (give the Lon 
eave 


(42) 


leave to ſpeak, we ſay) and truly, Gith Mr. P. * If there 


be any weight in the Judgment of a Perfon, indifferently 
© acquainted with the Controverfie, and who firſt began to 
© confider jt with a Mind pretty much leaning to the Church 
© of England's fide; there is but little in thofe Writings 
© more than a ſpecious and deceitful Colour, many Times 
« artfully put upon very bad Things; they ſeldom endea- 
© your to anfwer our Arguments fairly repreſented, but with 
© wonderful Acuteneſs anſwer ſuch as they have been pleas'd 

© ro deviſe for us, and then they  egregiouſly triumph, as 
* tho' they had obtain'd a glorious Vidory , of this I had 
Experience enough, in a Controverſy I had not long fince 
with Dr. . I is too true, that ſome of their faireſt Wri- 
ters have ſaid, What is untrue in Matters of Fact. Dr. N. 
(beſides the ſneezing Paſfage) affirms, That there is not 
one Sunday in all the Year, on which any of our Leſſons 
are taken out of an Apocryphal Book, p. 254. Dr. B. in his 
Four Sermons on the Comꝝin Prayer, hath ſhew'd ſome 
Learning and a ſtrong Fancy, tho' no great Judgment in ſpy- 
ing out ſome Beauties, which perhaps none Defides could 
have diſcern'd. But, which is worſe, he alſo affirms, That 
none of theſe Apocryphal Books are appointed to be read on 
Sundays; when every old Woman that can read, may eafily 
find Twenty Eight Apocryphal Leſſons appointed to be read on 
ſo many Days ſucceflively in Ofober, and it certainly follows, 


that in that Month four of thoſe ApocrFphi! Leſſons muſt, 


and are appointed to be read on four Lord's Days; and more 


LEW ſuch, (particularly the wretched Stories of Bell and Dragon, Tobie 


and Seſan) on other Sundays. Which ſerve no more, | think, 
for Example of Life and Inſtruction of Manners, than the 
Stories of Valentine and Orſon. Nay, the Text in Tobit 4. 10. 


Ezelus. 12.4, 5. and 29. 12. do contradi& the pure Word of 
God, in Mat. 5.44. Luke 6. 27, 35. Rom. 22. 20. Heb. 13. 2. 
Arch Deacon Echard's Partialities and Miſrepreſentations of 
DiſJenters, are too many to be here enumerated x. Dr. Cala- 
my hath told him of them, in his Letter printed Two Years | 
280, ta which I refer the Reader. Let him find, if he can, 


inth> Writings of Dr. Calamy, Mr. Pierce, Withers, &c, ſuch 
Spite, Railings, Miſrepreſentations and Falſhoods. as are 


to be found in thoſe of their Adverſaries. We [faith ano. 


ther 
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*' See bis ridiculous Tale of Oliver Cromwell's Conference and Con- 
Ira with the Devil, Vol. II. p. 712. * * | 
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© lates, as Creatures impoſed on the Church, and ingr 
„o themſelves that 'Power which belongs to the. Paſtor.gf 
© every Congregation, and which tis 5 2 impoſſible du- 
© ly to apply, while it lodges in ſo few Hands So that 
they carnot with the leaſt Truth or Modeſty accuſe us of 
any Separation, ſeeing our Worſhip is the ſame with theirs, 
unleſs they are diſpoſed to ſpeak improperly, and will 
mean by their Worfhip,the Ceremonies that clog it, which 
upon occaſion they have diſcarded from be ing any Parts of 
their Worſhip They are the Authors of that Sepa- 
ration [be it more or leſs] which they condemn in us. It 
is moſt notorious, that themſelves both began and conti- 
nue it; and theirs it muſt be more than ours, becauſe its 
© not in o Power to change our Sentiments about the Things 
© impoſed, but it is evidently in their Power to foxbear the im- 
< poling of them, which they may well afford to do, as. 
being [by their own Confeſſion] not matters of Ne- 
ceſſity or good Importance. I think theſe few Lines well 
couhdered by an Impartial Man, are à ſufficient Anſwer to 
the Diſcourſe, and others on the like Subject. After all 
thoſe endleſs Diſcourſes, which Learned and Intereſted Men 
have fram'd for Church Diſcipline, Ceremonies and Impo- 
ſitions; what Dr. Wallis once ſaid in his Sermon before the 
Univerſity of Oxford, is and ever was true of immoral Zea- 
Rites, and Perſecutors; they hate Holineſs, more 
than Non-Conformity. NE : 
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Poſt-ſcript by way of Appendix 


I ſuch Caſes, where great Bodies of Chriſtians judge ſuch 
Things required, unlawful Conditions of Communion; 
what Juſtice or Reaſon is there, that the Party accuſed ſhould 
fit Judge in his own Cauſe? Saith Biſhop Stilling fl:er, Rat. 
Acc. p. 292. The Schiſm is Theirs, whoſe the Cauſe of it is, and 
be makes the Separation, that gives the firſt juſt Cauſe of it, Not be 
that makes an atlual Separation upon a juſt Cauſe preceding, Ibid. 
Where any Church retaining Purity Doctrine, doth require the own- 
ing of, and conforming to any unlawful or ſuſpetled Praftiſe, Men 
may lawfully deny Conforming to, and Communion with that 
Church, 
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